Race Is not a factor

in private education

HE best part of my childhood was

§>ent in St Xavier's Inditution, my

ma mater in Penan%. SXI was a truly

multi-racial school although there

were more Chinese students, given

the racial make-up in the state, but we were
nevg ~ race-consuious: ad v e

uring primary secondary - education

there, none of the sudents? as far as | can recal,

chose their friends according t0 skin colour.

Even the tesching doaf was racidly mixed,
ranging from the disciplinarian Caucasian
Chrigian  brothers. ;o Maays, Chinese. Indians
and Eurasians.

My friends and | played footbdl and watched
movies - third class - @ cinemas during week-
ends and we visted each other during fedivas.
Until today, the Xaverian spirit prevals and the
od boys neworking is aive.

My “educdtion continued a Universiti Kebang-
ssan Mdayda - and suddenly | found mysdf in
the minonty. The number of Chinese dSudents
was 0 smdl that mog of us knew or a lesdt
recognised esch other. .

The tendency was for each racial group to
gdick together and the only time spent with fellow
Sudents of other races was during lectures and
sports events. As a result, the relationship was
auperficid and given the short time in campus,
the bonding, if any, was week.

Yes, | made some friends with sudents and
lecturers & UKM but | did not experience the
kind of spirit found a SXI.

However. since mv, graduation in 1984, UKM
has changed tremendously - it NOW has more
Chinee and Indian dudets Regarded as the
heat of Mday <udent activism and nationalism,
the willingness of UKM to increase the non-
humiputra intake is a reflection of its open-mind-
edness.

Over the pagt two weeks, the cdl for nationd
Integretion in  private colleges and  universties
has grown louder, with Umno Youth leaders
pressing for more bumiputra students in private
colleges.

At the same time, the Government has decided
that Mara Junior Science Colleges ill teke in
non-bumiputra  dudents to promote racid inte-
gration and unity.

Without doubt, the current scenario of more
Malays in_public unjversities and non-Mday su-
dents  dominaing private colleges is unhedthy.

The same appears 10 he taking place in prima
ry ad secondarv schools. with Malays sStudying
in nationa schools while Chinee parents prefer
to send their children to Chinese schools. )

As Umno Youth chief, Datuk Hishamuddin
Hussein Onn is underdandably concerned  with
the recid imbalance in private colleges.
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announced that the Government would inject
more money into the Nationd Higher Educdtion
Fund to incresse the number of bumiputra su-
dents in private inditutions of higher education.

Umno Youth could reduce the Government's
burden by working with tycoons to set up some
thing similar to the Kuok Foundation where
grants, besde loans, ae made avalable to needy
students.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi, mus be commended for rightly
saying there would be no 10% quota for bumipu-
tras In private colleges.

Quota is not an isue here. The 10% quota pro-

by Hishamuddin is unusud. Why restrict
the number of Maay udents to 10% if a college
or universty can accept more digible humiputra
students!

Private colleges depend on admissons to sur-
vive, and race hes never been an entry require-
ment. They would rather have Mdaysans enrol,
irrespective of rece, then cary out promotion
?(erdsas to woo dudents from China and Wedt
sia

More importantly, politicians and  educators
must make an honest effort to find out why
bumiputra  students shun  private  colleges.

Is it financid condraint or essier entry into
public universities! Are bumiputras staying
awey because of the lack of information or the
use of English & the language of indruction? Or
is it because they prefer an environment where
the maority is Maay?

Umno Youth and private colleges should seri-
oudy condder organising an amnud - education
far, with the paticipation of banks and the pub-
lic sector, to encourage more bumiputra Sudents
to enter private coII?es

The newly establisned Universiti Tunku Abdul
Rahman (Uta) found itsdf rebuked by an Umno
Youth leader in the front page of Utusan
Malaysia for having only one Malay student. The
politician had asked whether any effort was
made to explain the university’s policies to the
community.

Ealier,  Hishamuddin - was  reportedly  offend-

by MCA _presdent Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Sik’s statement that there was no need for a 10%
quota in Tunku Abdul Rahman College because it
would accept any number of bumiputra Sudents.

He d sdd there was no need for the quota as
the Government was giving bumiputras ample
opportunities in  public ~universties “while excel-
lent <udents were sent abroad on scholarships
and gudy loans.

The concen shown by Umno Youth should be
teken in the right spiritt | am sure Utar would
want to have as many Mday dudents as possble
if there was more intered.

According to daa obtained, there were only

four Malay applicants-~ three of whom were
offered places but only one tumed up for regis
tration.

An advertisement was, in fact, placed in
Utusan Malavsia on March Q providing informa
tion about the universty while more advertise-
ments ran the following day in newspapers in
Sheh and  Saawak.

Sudents, regardless of race, cannot be blamed
for not placing Utar on ther priority list because
it is a new universty. With only a temporary
campus and limited facilities, Utar is bound to be
less attractive.

Depending entirely on public donations, Utar
would never he able to compete with _public uni-
versities, not to mention- foreign university
branches like Monash, Cuyrtin and Nottingham.

But the controversy over the past week, which
hes been handled sensibly by our lesders, should
be further discussed within the Cabinet and
Baisn Nedond in order to work out practical
ways to ensure better racid baance in our uni-
versties and  colleges _ _

It is good to note that Hishamuddin has got
do?/lvn to work by meeting two renowned private
colleges.
~ Education is the concern of dl Mdaysians and
it is encouraging to see our leaders giving it pri-
ority. However, it must never he exploitedfor
political  gains.
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