JUNQOO?
Maaysiaamodel ‘fundamentahst’ Islam1c state: M ahathl r

KUALA LUMPUR: Madaysa is an Idamic
fundamentaist state as its policy is to abide
by the fundamenta teachings of Idam, sad
Prime Minisder Dauk Sei Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

He told the Dewan Rekyat yesterday that
he had “shocked” western leaders with this
explanation during recent visits to the
United States and Europe, reports Bernama.

‘When | sad this were shocked
because they conddered a fundamentdist as
someone who is violent and did al kinds of
bad things, but to me it is not.

“If we hold to the fundamentds of Idam,
we will not become bad as Idam exhorts us to
be on good brotherly terms, united, do good
things and hence it is not wrong to be an
Idamic fundamentdlist,” he said when reply-
ing to PAS acting pradent and Terengganu
Mentri Besar Datuk Hadi Awang during
guestion time.

He said that about 15 years ago the west-

ﬁresa when reporting about him, said
that e was a fundamentdist and he was not
when acknowledging himsdf as an

Islamlc fundamentdigt.

Two blots on rights record pg7

Mahathir, seen by the west as a moderate

" Mudim Ieader sad when he explained his

stance to the western leaders, they agreed

that their use of the word “fundamentalist”
had been inaccurate.

The prime minister, who has this year met
US Presdent George W. Bush, British Prime
Minister Tony Blar and Pope John Paul 11
among others, said many lesders showed an
interes in knowing more about Idam after
the Sept 11 attacks on the United States.

He sad that he is glad that he was able to
explain this to severad non-Mudim leaders

Replying to Dr Tan Seng Giaw (DAP-
Kepong), Mahathir said Maaysia is not only

an Idamic dae as acknowledged by other
countries but aso a modd Idamic gate.

The DAP objects to Mahathir’'s definition
last year of Mdaysda as an “Idamic sae’,
sying it is against the secular condtitution.

Mahathir said there is no reason for the
DAP to fed oppressed over statements about
Maaysa beng an Idamic date as the
Federa Condtitution (pertaining to Idam)
has never been amended.

He has repeatedly told non-Mudims they
have nothing to fear from his definition of
the country as “Idamic”, while accusing PAS
of wanting to impose a Tdiban-like regime.
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