
Mahathir still heaql of gwernment 
that Mahath&%!!!&o%e> “#I ointment of a KUALA LUMPUR: The 

question of whether Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
will continue to be the leader 
of the government in the 
Dewan Rakyat does not arise 
at all. 

opposition party which 
has the highest number of 
MPs. 

Speaker Tun Zahir Moha- 
med Ismail said: “Whether 
his resignation can be 
accepted is not the question. 

“The matter has already 
been explained by Deputy 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, 

his decision. 
“Thus, in mv oninion. it is 

a vaiid revocatl’on. which 
can be accepted.” 

On the appointment of a 
new opposition leader in the 
Dewan Rakyat, Zahir said 
the new leader wil! be 
appointed based on feedback 
from existing opposition 
members. 

“Usually, it is made at the 
discretion of the house 
speaker,” he said. 

new leaderfollows the death 
of PAS president Datuk Fad- 
zil Mohd Noor, who was the 
MP for Pendang. 

Zahir said it was unlikelv 
that the new leader would be 
appointed in the current sit- 
ting, which ends on Thurs- 
day 

“The new leader will 
most probably be announced 
at the next session,” he said. 

The opposition leader is 
usually appointed from the 

There are 41 opposition 
MPs in the Dewankakyat, 
with PAS having the largest 
number at 26, DAP 10, and 
Parti Keadilan Nasional 
five. 

On the Pendang seat, 
Zahir said he is awaiting 
Fadzil’s death certificate to 
enable him to notify the 
Election Commission of the 
vacant seat. 
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