
Painstaking  succedon tdan  kwwes  stability
Comment by Zainal  Epi

business as usual again after the an-
nouncement by the LJmno  Supreme
Council that Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir  Mohamad has agreed to  s tay
on unt i l  October  next  year  af ter  announc-
ing  h i s  r e s igna t ion  on  Sa tu rday

The announcement cleared the air. It
must come as a relief to all Malaysians
that  Mahathi r  has  p lanned a  smooth  t ran-
s i t ion  of  power  to  h i s  successor

In retrospect ,  many are saying Satur-
day evening’s show of emotions would not
have taken place had Umno Supreme
Council members and delegates at the
Dewan Merdeka of the PWTChad  a l lowed
Mahathi r  o  f in ish  h is  announcement .

If they waited for just  a few more min-
utes ,  they  would  have  got  the  c learer  p ic-
ture of how the transition, would take
place .  They would actual ly  apprecia te  the
pain taken by Mahathir to plan for all this.

Mahathir was probably planning for
the  assembly  to  endorse  deputy  pres ident
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi as
his  successor  when he  res igns  next  year .

Th i s  way ,  Abdu l l ah ’ s  pos i t i on  wi l l  be
stronger and the chance of him being
challenged would be less. But what he
failed to  do on Saturday, he achieved
through the  supreme counci l  s ta tement .

There might not even be a tussle for the
deputy president post because by next
year  Abdul lah  would  have  iden t i f i ed  h i s
running mate.

In this way, there might also be less
campaigning for  the  three  vice-presidents’
pos t s  thus ,  l e ss  money  po l i t i cs  and  specu-
la t ion.  In  the  meant ime,  unt i l  the  day Ma-
hathir leaves, party members would be
working hard to ensure all his plans are
achieved, if not fully, at the very least par-
tially, as Mahathir may take stock of all

h is  p lans  in  next  year ’s  par ty  assembly
Under the nlan. Mahathir will relin-

qu i sh  a l l  h i s  pa r ty  ‘and  government  pos t s
af ter  the Organisat ion of  Is lamic Counci l
meeting in October  next  year .

Abdul lah  assumes  the  pos t  of  ac t ing
prime minister for two months from now
until Mahathir resumes his post again
and whenever  the  s i tua t ion  ca l l s  fo r  i t .

This way, Abdullah will have the oppor-
tunity to make his presence felt as he takes
on more responsibi l i t ies  f rom Mahathir  in
the  day- to-day  running  of  par ty  and  gov-
ernment affairs.

Abdullah will also learn to handle
par ty  and  government  respons ib i l i t i es  on
his own as Mahathir  gra$ually  mm  out.

This is the fllbtime  in the c&u&y’s

history that a clear succession plan has
been put in place. Mahathir, being a metic-
ulous and organised man, is the first
pr ime minis ter  that  has  planned the  suc-
cession well.

Given the plan as announced, Maha-
thir will probably still lead the Barisan
Nasional in the next general election to en-
sure the coalition hold more than a two-
third majority in parliament.

In short, the general election will prob-
ably be held before Mahathir  leaves office.
But  whatever  has  been planned,  the  Ma-
lays  espec ia l ly  a re  re jo ic ing  and  wi l l  p ro-
bably  change  the i r  mindsets  faster as has
been urged by Mahahtir. After October
next  year ,  they are  unl ikely  to  have a  per-
son such as  Mahathir  to  nag them.
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