
Dr M’s family relieved
situation is clarif jed
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KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk Ser i
Dr Mahathir  Mohamad’s fami-
ly thanked Umno for under-
s t and ing  and  suppor t i ng  h i s
decision to resign all his party
and government posts in
October next year.

Sneaking on behalf of the
family, the Prime Minister’s
e ldes t  daughte r ,  Dat in  Paduka
Marina Mahathir ,  when con-
tacted yesterday after the
U m n o s u p r e m e counc i l
announcement, said it was a
rel ief  for  them that  the  “s i tua-
t ion of  the  past  few days” had
been clar i f ied.

She added that the chaos
and uncertainty that ensued
following her father’s unex-
pcc ted  dec is ion  had  put  enor -
mous pressure  on the family.

“My brothers and I had
been bombarded with ques-
t ions  we  cou ldn’ t  answer  and
we a re  g lad  tha t  the  s i tua t ion
has  now been c leared up,”  she
said, adding that the family
fu l ly  suppor ted  the i r  fa ther ’ s
and Umno’s decision on the
matter.

Marina said she was also
rclievcd  that the party had
accepted her  father’s  reason
for  res igning

Minister, he felt he had been in
power  long  enough and  i t  was
time to go and that this was the
r ight  t ime,”  she  added.

Dr Mahathir had shocked
the nation when he told the
Umno general assembly on
Saturday tha t  he  was  res ign-
ing; an hour later, deputy
party president and Deputy
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
A b d u l l a h  Ahmad B a d a w i
announced tha t  he  had agreed
to stay on.

Marina exulained  that  what
caused her  fa ther’s  apparent
change of  mind was the over-
whelming react ion from
stunned party leaders and
members who broke down in
tears and stopped him from
fin ish ing  what  he  had  wanted
to say.

“He honestly thought he
could tender his resignation
and leave. He didn’t expect
such a strong reaction. He was
shocked when he  la te r  saw on
TV how emotional people got,”
said Marina. _ - -

Asked  whether  Dr  Mahath i r
told the family of his decision,
Marina said none of  them, not
even her mother, Datin Seri
Dr Siti  Hasmah Mohd Ali.
knew beforehand

cation of what he was planning
to do during a short holiday in
I ta ly  af ter  h is  h is tor ic  meet ing
with the Pope in the Vatican
ear l ie r  th is  month .

Marina, who was with her
parents, said her father was
completely relaxed and happy
dur ing  tha t  shor t  b reak  even
though he was busy writing
his  speech for  the  assembly.

Asked  abou t  Dr  Maha th i r ’ s
hea l th ,  she  sa id  he  was  “per -
fec t ly  hea l thy”  and  tha t  “ i t  i s
not a factor at all” in his deci-
sion to retire.

She  a l so  sa id  tha t  a l though
the family was as  s tunned as
the rest of the nation by her
father’s  announcement ,  they
had all rallied round him, sup-
porting and respecting his
decision.

Asked about the agreed
timeframe for Dr Mahathir to
step down, which would be
after the Organisation of
Islamic Conference COIC)
meet ing in  October  next  ‘year;
Marina  sa id  she  bel ieved that
her father felt  that  the OIC as
well as the Non-Aligned
M o v e m e n t meet ing  in
February next year-  were
impor tan t  and  tha t  “he  shou ld
be there.”
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