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ALOR STAR, Fri. - The P. Ramlee 
hit +~nz- If-hi& was played over the 
public address system upon the re- 
turn of Kedah’s farourite son, Datuk 
Scri Dr Nahathir Mohamad, said it 
all. 

LA ma/!a knn ku cari ganti? (where 
do I find another ,you?) was perhaps 
the question on the minds of the 
10.000-odd crowd that gathered at 
the Sultan Abdul Halim airport in 
Iiepaia Batas to greet the Prime 
Ninistcr. 

I)r 1Iahathir has made it clear he 
n-ould leave office in 16 months and 
the people came out in full force to 
cxpreas their gratitude and show how 
proud they were of his achieve- 
ments. 

Among the many banners, one 
Llptly uriderscored what the crowd 
\:,antttd the one-time goreng pisang 
and drinks seller at Pekan Rabu to 
k:-. ox<. 

‘!‘he \\,iJl‘ding on the banner stated: 
S&ala Dr Mahathir Boleh, 

Malaysia Boleh. 
1 It’s bxause Dr Mahathir can, that 

1Iilcl>-5ia can.) 
Tl?c aircraft carrying Dr Mahathir 

touched do-u-n at the airport at 
8.5.5am and it took the Prime Min- 
istcr almost twenty minutes to make 
his wa! up the main stage after 
shaking hands with the crowd. 

In his qxxch. Dr Mahathir said he 
would nercr forget the support shown 
to him by the people in Kubang 
Pasu, Kcdah and other parts of the 
country. 

He also recited a pantun which 
read: 

Pisang emus: dibawu belayar 
MCXC& sebiji dalam peti 
Hrrtung cmas b&h dibayal 
Huta/lg budi saga pada tuan tuan 

akan dibawa mati. 
Dr Mahathir said he was indebted 

to the people and thanked them for 
supporting him in the last 21 years. 

Towards the end of his speech, Dr 
Mahathir said he hoped people were 
not angry with him for breaking 
down when he announced his re- 
tirement plans at the close of the 
Umno general assembly. 

“I have spent almost three quarters 
of my life in Umno and I felt sad to 
be separated from the party. 

“I hope people are not angry with 
me as I become emotional.” 

Today’s visit was Dr Mahathir’s 
first to his home State after an- 
nouncing his retirement plans. 

Later spe in Jitra, Dr Ma- 
hathir said ped Kubang Pasu 

would be able to produce a Thomas 
Cup champion someday. 

He said this was not impossible 
considering the facilities available at 
a modern hall being built near the 
constituency. 

“After all, who would have believed 
that a person who sold goreng pisang 
in Pekan Rabu’wd one day go on 
to become Prime Minister.” 
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