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A DEATH HURTS THE ISLAMIC OPPOS_ITION

For the a\roady battered opposmon the dcath on June 23
of Fadeil Noor, Malaysra s opposmon Ieadcr and the prcsrdcnt

of the Islamic Party, or Pas,could mark a body blow. to'its -
~ hopes of denting the ruhng, Natronal Front coallllon m the nextf’

general clections.

hardline clerics, and often actcd asa bndgc botween Pas

- which espouses an Islamic state in Malaysia, andits more sec-\ B
Cular allies in opposition. ‘His moderate face playod a part in;

promptmg many non- Malays to’ vote for the Pas domt :
“opposition alllanoe in the 1999 general e!ectro

< n contrast ‘his putatlve‘

o g ‘successor, Abdul HadlAwang,‘
- 54, who s currcntly Pas S
dcpuly prcardcnt rs_bur\y "and,
.-bearded, aturbane clerig with
* piercing cyes‘who oschews

d

'.3ln'qhort .Hadr imakes'a
e .Lroat many people uncomfort- :.
" able. What's more, his image.
~ as a_ conservative. Islamic -

= political habrhty smoo the Septomber 11 terror attacks in ‘the
~United Statoo ISR :

;’ ior mcmbcr of thc opposrlron Kcadrlan party, whrch ré stril
ina formal allmncc with Pas

chief, they Il vaporize by the day.” (The opposmon alllanoc

now comprises only throo parties: Pas, Keadrlan and the:

small People's Parly)

Former Deputy Prime Minister Musa H|tam thmks that '

Hadi, by scaring away moderate _Muslrm could actually help

“But if Hadr becomes the Pas o

: portray hrmself as ‘a’Malay nationalist but ho s got Islamic
: crodentrals

T back to” Umno "l
Fadzil, 65, came across as a moderate ina party fllled wrth RN

: loadcr may have: become .o e e T

‘to: Malaysla $ fnnges r

|ts aroh nval the Un\ted Malays National Orgamzatron once
Abdullah Ahmad Badam becomes premier. "Abdullah may

says Musa “It will attract a Iot of Malayo

e Moreover Hadl unlike the late Fadzrl is confrontatronal

rw‘hen it comes to relations with Umno. Ina now-famous .
/sermon in, the oarly 19803 he declared that Umno Malays
'vwere mﬁdels bocause‘ am‘ong other thm s, they workod wnh

on- bolrcvers o
The memory of thls sermon does not holp when Pas whlch L
K : rulcs two, states, needs. tc

“.open doors 'wrth‘the Umno— S
defal govern-

','dommatod ife ;
iment.in the mrd -May open- -

E ]ng ofa petroleum complexin ;.o

Tcrcngganu atate, where Hadi
~'is chief mmlgter guestﬂf hon—
,. “our anc(Mlmster Mahathlr S
; Mohdmad pomlcdly snubb( d
"‘ . Thatwould nol Imvc lm ‘

vf’vr day'sermons in the Tereng- . -
- ganu hamlet of Rusila draw. .
. large crowds who venerate
- him as an Islamic scholar. But -

“the umpokon warry among

.gsomc opposmon supporters is whether his brand of uncom-

promlsmg lslam wrll radrcollzo the party, doommg it for ever

3 rf 1o pdSS on tho mcssage tho culogies Lo Fadzrl were'
Iaudatory Even Mahathrryomed in the chorus, Fadzil would
~.have apprecratcd the irony. Two months before his death he
recallcd that Mahathlr who is also from Kedah state, was
h|s famrly doctor-before the two men entered polltrcs

_Mahathlr was a good doctor then,” quipped Fadzil, “And he

~should return to practice.”
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