
PM= Elect reps 
based on tbei~~~~~~ties 
Don’t be swayed by hatred 
tlWIA.JAYA: Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri I)r Mahathir Mo- 
hamad advised voters going to 
the polls today in the Pendang 
parliamentary and Anak Bukit 
state by-elections to elect can- 
didates based on their capabil- 
ities and not because they dis- 
like someone from the other 
party. 

Ilc said that it would be 
most unfortunate if candidates 
WL1I’C elected not hecausc of 
their capability to serve but 
based on hatred. 

Stressing that the by elec- 
tions wcrc vital to determine 
the future of the people in 
tx~tI1 constituencies, Dr 
Mahathir said that he hoped 
that they would elect candi- 
dates based on the benefits 
that could be derived by the 
constituents. 

“I hope that the voters will 
vote wisely to ensure a better 
future by electing candidates 
from the ruling party which 
can bring progress to the 
Pendang and Anak Bukit con- 
stituencies,” he said in his 
message in conjunction with 
the polling day. 

Dr Mahathir said that he 
had given the advice in view of 
the deep sense of hatred 
among supporters of the oppo- 
sition party as it had been 
instilled since their childhood 
days. 

“This will prcvcnt them 
from exercising their abititx 
to choose the credible candi- 
dates as they have been infh- 
enced by this feeling of 
hatred,” he said. 

The Prime Minister said 
that even though the results of 

the by-elections would not 
determine which party would 
form the government, it was 
still vital for the people in the 
constituencies. 

He said that candidates not 
from the ruling party were 
more often unable to fulfil 
their promises while candi- 
dates from the ruling party 
would be able to, even though 
they may not be able to carry 
out all that they had 
promised. 

From Barisan’s track 
record as the ruling party, he 
said, it had been proven that 
the government had brought 
much progress and changes 
in Pendang and Anak Bukit. 

“I was previously the etect- 
ed representative for 
Pendang and I know that the 
condition at that time was 

very had but now we can see 
so much progress through 
the efforts of the state and 
federal governments,” he 
said. 

The Prime Minister also 
hoped that the balloting 
process would run smoothly 
in line with the practice of 
democracy in the country. 

Dr Mahathir said it was the 
responsibility of the Election 
Commission to ensure that 
rules and ethics are observed 
during election campaigns. 
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