PM: Sacrifices needed
for al\ocatlon 0f seats

STAR
JOHOR BARU ane |n|ster
Dauk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad has appealed to Barisan
Nasiond comd%gn_em phgrtisakto

son makes
me a%mbe’ of ses to be
dlocated to each paty in the
next generd  elections.

He sid his dedson on sedt
alocation might not satisfy
some parties but sacrifices
would have to be made in the
Barisan  spirit.

Dr Mehathir sad while there
would be additiond seets dlo-
cated for the component par-
ties following the delineation
exercise, the number request-
ed and that given would not be
the same

“Parties will be asking for
more seats but they c&not
expect to get the number they
want. There may be some dis
satisfaction arising from this
but they should accept the
ses that () have decided and
dlocated to them.

“Since | have to decide on
this, | appeal to al Barisan
members to accept my deci-
son in good fath.

“But bdieve me, the dloca
tion of seats will be mede far-
ly. Whatever decison | make
I will put the interest of Ba-
rissn above dl,” he sid, when
addressing a 10,000-strong
crowd at the closing of the
Johor Barisan Nasional con-

vention yesterday.

Dr Mahathir, who is dso the
Baisn  chairman, urged com
ponent paties to look beyond
poliics and dections to foster
cosr rdaions beween lead-
s and grassoot  members.

He sad the dose co-opera
tion should dso be trandated
to non-politic  activities such
as sports events and other
socid-based  events.

“Component parties at all
levels, especidly divisons and
branches should  organise  foot-
ball or badminton matches
where  competing teams  should
comprise members from vari-
ous paties.

“Sports, recreational and

social activities are the best
means to bridge differences.
It is not enough to forge al-
liances and co-operate during
dections and for politicd pur-
poses only,” he said.

The Prime Minister, who
expressed gratitude for the
support and commitment by
Barisan component parties
cdled for continuous struggle
for what the codition believed
in.

“The element of co-opera-
tion, understanding must dso
come with give and teke We
have to acoept cetan decision
which mey not favour a partic-
uar paty but we have to make
ome  sxrifices”  he  added.
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