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Barisan’s
Interests

come
says

KUALA LUMPUR: Any leader
in the Barisan Nasond, no ma-
ter how important he thinks he
is, cannot be bigger than what
the codition paty <ands for,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad  said. . _

“No single person is the win-
ner. The winner must be the
party and the party will only
win If we put Its interests ahead
of any one leader within the
paty,”” the Prime Minister said.

As such, he added. the
strength of any component
party in the Barisan must be
mantaned and protected from
becoming weak because of
intemd  drife.
~Any  misunderstanding  with-
in the party must be tackled
with the soirit of give and teke,
he sad when opening the 49th
MCA general assembly at
Wisma MCA yesterday.

Dr Mahahir sad the Barisen
must be strong to maintain
recid hamony among the dif-
ferent races in the country.

If any leader was weak or
there was internal bickering,
thee would be a tendency for
some to go to extremes to gan
support.

“When this happens in one
party, it will result in other
component parties going the
|ane way. .

“In the end, Barisan will be
weakened and the opposition
will win by default” he sad.

Dr  Mahathir, who is Umno
president and Barisan chair-
man, sad the people needed a
strong government to tackle
the various racial problems
dfecting the country..

Referring to the Chinese
community; he said it would
have to depend on the compo-
nent parties in the Barisan
which * represented  its  interest.

It was the same, he sad, with

first,
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the Malays whose future was
tied to the srength of Umno.

Dr Mahathirsaid an effec-
tive aliance like the Barisan
could onlv be effectiveif its
components were strong and
moderate.

“If we bicker among our-
sves, ether within our party
o with other component par-
ties the hamony tha we see
today will be lost.

“Then we will be just like
many other developing coun-
tries which are unstable,
undeveloped and unsafe,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir advised the
MCA to support the trangtion
of power in the country by giv-
ing its backing to Datuk Seri
Abdullsh Ahmad Badawi who
would take over from him as
Prime  Minigter.

Although there is nothing
about it written in the constitu-
tion.. there is a tradition which
has been followed to ensure
gmooth  transition  of  leadership
in the country.

“This is a tradition that has
enabled us to effect changes
anoothlv in the leadershin™ of
the Government. This is impor-
tant for oability and prosperi-
ty.

/ “It is a tradition aso tha the
president of Umno, the higgest
party in Barisan, chairs the
codition. As head of the codli-
ttI)OH, he becomes he?d of the
iggest in  Parliament.
g"qu SE;W he will become the
Prime Minister and he will
have the right to nominate
members of his Cahingt,

“Although this is his right, he
must adso follow tradition in the
gopointment  of  Cabingt  mem-
bes s tha dl the component
parties representing all the
rapgs will be represented”  he
sad.
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