
Government to study bonus request
p~gt  y 4  AN  2002

‘LANGKAWI,  Sat. - Cuepacs’  re-
quest for a two-month bonus for the
one million civil servants will be
studied. Prime  Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir  Mohamad sa id  t oday ,

“We’ll ,study  all rc~+~ests  but study
doesn’t mcnn wc  agree. Sometimes,
pcoplc  ;IIX~  a bit strange, when WC say
we will study.  they say we have
agreed,”  he said at the sidelines of
the Global 2002 - International
Smart I’;utrn*rship 1)ialoguc.

II0  \vas zkcd t o  comment  o n  a
report  ycstcrdny  quoting Cuepacs
sc,crc:tar~-~:ctl[,t,~ll  Abdul R a h m a n
Manan :I::  saying that the request for
the bontt::  w:~s handed to Dr Mn-

hathir, who is also Finance Minister,
recen t ly .

“They (Cuepacs) can ask, we can
only give what we can afford,” he
s a i d .

When pointed out that the civil
servants expected a bonus this yeai
because  the  economy was  doing  be t -
ter than last year when they were
paid a half-month or a minimum of’
RMl,OOO  bonus ,  Dr Mahath i r  sa id :

“How do we know? I haven’t seen
the f igures  of  the  country’s  growth for
the  second,  th i rd  and four th  quar ters .”

Cuepacs is the umbrella body for
pub l i c  sec to r  t r ade  un ions .

Meanwhile, Chief Secretary to the

Government Tan Sri Samsudin Os-
man also said the request will be
given  due  cons ide ra t ion .

“We will leave this matter for the
Government  to  cons ider  as  i t  depends
largely on the nation’s financial
s t reng th ,”  he  sa id .

Samsudin said he had yet to see
the  reques t .

In Budget 2002. Dr Mahathir had
announced a half-month bonus or at
least RMl,OOO  and 10 per cent in-
crease  in  bas ic  sa lary  for  c iv i l  servants
beginning  January  th is  year .

Th i s  yea r ’ s  budge t  wi l l  be  t ab led  in
Parliament on Sept 20.
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