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IPOH: Barisan Nasond lead-
ersare reminded not to be arro-
ant or flaunt their wedth as
this could lead to the codition's
defeat in the generd dection.

Datuk Sert Dr Mahahir
Mohamad said as palitici
they must redlise they ow
their position to the support of
the people and, if they are not
careful, they could loseit dl in
the polls.

“In poalitics, if we do not
know how to please the people
we will not be able to succeed.”
he said in his speech during ‘a
dinner here lagt night hosted
the Perak Backbenchers Clul
and Baiduri, a welfare associa-
tion of the wives of eected rep-
resentatives.

The dinner was aso to mark
Dr Mahathir's 21 years as
Mdaysas Prime Minigter,

The Umno president said he
was pleased with the praises
for his achievements as Prime
Minigter but he added: “All the
decisons and orders | made
could not have been executed
unless  Umno  members,
Baison Nasiond leeders and
government officers co-operat-
edin caryingthemout.”

Ealier in Tanjung Mdim,
Dr Mahathir said that the fail-
ure of the recent Asean
Ministeriad Meeting to reach a
consensus on Malaysia's pro-
posal to set up the Asean + 3
secretariat was due to jealousy

member  countries,
reports SA’ODAH ELIAS.

The Prime Miniger sad
some members were envious of
Maavsia and felt uneasy over
the proposal.

“Some felt that if the Asean +
3 secretariat is to be set up, it
would overshadow the exisimg
Asean secrefariat. At the same
time, among Asean member
countries, there also exists jedl-
ousy and fedings of uneasiness

“However, we will not lose
hope but will instead continue
to push for theidea,” he said at
a didogue with students of
Univerati  Pendidikan Sultan
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Idris here yesterday.

Dr Mahahir sad the propos
a was the first step towards
reaising the idea of setting up
the East Asian Economic Group
EAEG) made up of countries in
the North-East Ada and South-
Exs Asga

Since dmogt all of the South-
East Adan countries were
wesk, their voices were never
respected in the internationa
forum, he said.

“So we thought that if we can
combine forces with Ching,
South Korea and Japan = which

are strong and rich-by setting
up EAEG, our voice will be
repected,” Dr Mahahir  sad.

Then the internationa com-
munity would have to listen
because the countries had a
combined market of 1.5 hillion
people, he added.

Dr Mahathir said if the idea
became a redlity, it would cre-
ate a baance in economic and
political powers between the
Western world and the United
Sates, and countries in Ada

It could aso help prevent
weaker countries from being

gant

“colonised” by richer countries,
added

On Maay privileges, Dr
Mahathir sad the people would
have to decide whether or not
to continue to depend on the
Government for evi hin?.

“Do we want thishelp from
the Government forever until
we become padysed and
uncble to face new chdlenges
or do we want to slowly
become ind ent? This is
the new Mday dilemma and
only they make the decision,”
he added.
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