POSITIVE TALKS
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By FOONG PEK YEE
and CELESTE FONG

PUTRAJAYA: Heads of four
Chinese-based parties of the
Barisan Nasional met Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad ahead of a
Cabing medting here to disuss the
Government’s move to improve
English in the schools.

The 30-minute medting with the
Prime Minister was later des-
cribed as “constructive” and,
according to sources, the Prime
Miniger gave his own views on
the matter.

They bdieve that Dr Mahathir

will offer a formula that will take
into account the views of al com-
munities.

The four leaders met the Prime
Minister a his office in the mor-
ning before the Cabingt met yes
terday to deliberate further on
the move

It is learnt that the four leaders
expressed their views to the
Barisan Nasond charman, based
on ther sudies and feedback, on
the controversy to use English to
teech Mathematics and Science in
al schools from next yesr.

“The Prime Minister agreed to
meet us this morning. We had a

AUG 2002

ave ‘constructive discussion’ on language issue

good discusson,” MCA president
and Transport Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Ling Liong Sk told reporters
after the Cabingt mesting.

He, however, declined to dabo-
rate on the mesting.

Besdes Dr Ling, the other lead-
es a the meding were Gerakan
president Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yak, Saawak United Peo-
ple€s Paty presdent Tan Si Dr
George Chan Hong Nam and
Sabah Progressive Party presi-
dent Datuk Yong Teck Lee

Dr Chan and Yong adso agreed
thet the discussion with the Prime
Minister was “a condructive one’

but declined to give any insight on
what transpired.

Dr Mahathir was reported as
saying last Sunday that the
Government would condder every
proposal pertaining to the move to
improve English.

Education Minister Tan Sri Musa
Mohamad announced las month a
move to use English to teach
Mathematics and Science in stages
from Year One, Form One and
Form Six in nationd schools from
next year.

Musa sad the usage of the lan-
guage in vermnacular schools would
depend on a “politicd  decison”

Barisan com ies.
Leaders from the 15 Barisan
component parties achieved a con-
sensus on the issue and submitted
their views to Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah

Ahmad Badawi on Tuesday.

Abdullah had said he would sub-
mit their views to Dr Mahathir at
this week's Cabinet mesting.

The Barisan leaders, who at-
tended the coalition’s manage-
ment committee medting chaired
by Abdullah here, sad they ex-
pected the Cabinet to decide and
anounce a formula on the isue
within two weeks,
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