' Govt extends RM40m
grant to AIDS council

KUALA LUMPUR: The governmert, in
its determination to fight HIV/AIDS, has
goproved a RM40 million grant to the
Maaysan AIDS Council, to be disbursed
over the next 10 years.

Hedth Miniser Datuk Chua Jui Meng
sad vesterdav, the grant of RM4 million a
year “would start this year and the govern-
ment hopes that it would be used for edu-
cationd campaigns.

“The cabinet recently decided to pro-
vide the grant to the Mdaysan AIDS
Council as the foundation and its &ffili-
ates are more visible in conducting
awareness and preventive campaigns” he
sad after ing a pre-budget didogue
between th%pep-lgth R/Iinistrygetawd Cr)w%n-

enmentd  organisations (NGOs) at a

d here

Last year, the country recorded 6,000
new HIV/AIDS cases, bringing the totd to
44,000.

“We have the resources to fight
HIV/AIDS and we know the high risk
group, which is drug users, but unless
greater effort is put in, we cannot stop the
spridoaj of this dgsle%.,” ((%ma Tad "

falgysian AlL uncil — president
"ﬁa’ﬁrg aduka Marina Rehathir_sad the

grant was a much needed reief to the
foundation. )

“We need the money to train NGQs o
fight HIV/AIDS. Ht:is good to learn that
our prapesal has been accepted by the
ministry and the-cabinet,” she sad.

She sad the grant would be used to
fund varieus awareness campaigns organ-
ised by’ the rdevant NGQs to curb the
soread of the HIV virus, o

Chua said the minigry’s abilility to
give financid aid to the NGQs is limited
and they must not depend too much on the
government_for assistance.

He said RM1.24 million was channdled
to NGOs in 1999 and nearlv RM2 millionin
2000, and the amount was increased to
RM8.4 million last year. This year, RMi11
million has been dlocated.

On top of that, the government has
gpproved a “Matching Ringgit for Ringgit
Grant” this year for NGOs involved in
activities for the prevention and treat-
ment of diseases not funded under any aid
scheme

The programme is one way to subsdise
the NGOs, with the government giving a
subsidy of RM1 for every RM1 raised
them. R
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