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PASIR MAS, Fri. - Many planta-
t ion  companies ,  espec ia l ly  those  in  o i l
palm cultivation, are still reluctant to
go into cattle  rearing to boost the
count ry’s  food  produc t ion ,  Agr icu l tu re
tl,i.;tster  Datuk  Ef fend i  Norwawi
.‘;

11~  said this was despite the suc-
cess shown by several plantations
under Fclda and I&da.

There are about four million hect-
ares of land under oil palm cultiva-
t ion which could accommodate  about

one mi l l ion  ca t t le .
“Malays ia  now impor ts  70  per  cen t

of its cattle. If all the plnntations  go
into cattle rearing  ‘.:(.  I ..,I  i.:Juce  this
by 30 per cent .”

Effendi was :~JIQI;I~~  after qi\ri:i;;
away cattle to puor  farmers  at l<al~i-
pung Bukit Pak Junuh hcL~(a  ru&~y.

He said the plantatiorl.3 \\ C’W  wary
of the iden because of SCWI~:~I  tlictoi.;
includlnK  viilblity.  fear of’tl:~~ln,~~- 111
oil palm and administraticir,  ,,cu/)-
lems.

The ministry would give attention
to alternative planting programmes
to help farmers, especially padi

p lan te r s .
He said Prime Minister Datuk

Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had
instructed the ministry to boost the
programmes to improve the farmers’
income

%m~e  of the fxmers work in the
field on!! :I fi:w  tl:~>  + in a month.

“l‘lii,l-c 1;~)  F’.  i I If’,  hnve a lot of time
<_  vemetables, r e a ra

‘.
1.1.. : ::.:A  various agencies

Ull,il 1 : ” -..l!;3q mere ready to
11;  j], !:  :,,;,.  .!< the farmers were
\ iiii~~;.;  I$, jI  ,.!-i~  h:uxi to improve their
income .;treum.
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