Avoid pitting leadeys ggainst
each other Puteri rﬁ"go told

KUALA LUMPUR: Dauk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad has
advised Puteri Umno to avoid
the culture of pitting |eaders
agand ech other during par-
ty elections.

The Umno presdent said he

had observed that certain
party members not picked to
stand for election would ex-
poe the flavs and wesknesses
of ther rivds.
_“Puteri is il clean. | would
like to urge you to maintan the
cdean image and not dlow such
bad culture to infiltrate the
movement,” he sad during a
special session to brief the
movement on conducting its
upcoming branch and  divison
megtings a Putra World Trade
Centre here yesterday.

“You should not focus on
wegknesses  of  certain  individ-
uals and expose them. This
should not happen because

when the personal lives of
these individuds ae exposed,
it is not only their image that is
tanished, but the party's too.

“There is no perfect leader.
but you should not put leaders
at loggerheads as-it will not
help the_narty.” he added.

Dr Mahathir also reminded
candidates and delegates to
the divisional mestings in
October not to resort to money
palitics.

The movement’s branch
dections have been fixed from
Au? 1 to Sept 16. The divisions
will hold their elections bet-
ween 16 and Oct 15. The
national- level elections are
heduled for Nov 2

The Prime Minister aso

said the Government had
iven adequate opportunities
0 the Malays but it was up to
them to take ful advantage to
enure ther  success.

Dr Mahathir, who was ask-
ed to comment areport in a
local daily that the Malays in
Penang were the most disad-
vantaged as they were sad to
be neglected by the date gov-
ernment, said the Malays
should not smply accuse oth-
ers for beina responsible for
their failures. o

Tanjung Umno division
chief’Datuk Ahmad |bni
Hajar had said on Sunday
that the Malays in Penang
would face the same fate as
those in Singapore if the date
government continued to
ignore the race in its develop-
ment  plans.

Ahmad also claimed that
aout 95% of the development
projects, particularly new
townships  involving  congtruc-
tion of shopping lots and hous-
ing schemes, were monopo-
lised by non-Maays.
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