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By M. KRISHNAMOORTHY

KUALA LUMPUR: Transparency
Internationd (TI) has praised
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
for implementing severd govern-
ment measures to fight corruption.

Its vice-chairman Tunku Abdul
Aziz Tunku Ibrahim said under the
Prime Miniger's leadership, the
Govenment had waged a war
againg corruption in the public
and private sectors.

“We know what has been
achieved until now, but the war
agains unethical public behaviour
will be a long-drawn affair requir-
ing both unwavering politica will
and the support of al sections of
the community.

“TPs Corruption Percention
Index (CP1) 2002 has once agan
gynﬁ ;frﬂed that corruplti 08 isda mal-

icting not only dev
countries, Qgt adso th)é devel(nglpéEJ
world,” he sad.

In the latest CPI released yes
terday, Madaysa occupied the
33rd spot with Hungary and anoth-
er country, Trinidad and Tobago,
scoring 4.9 points out of 10.

A totd of 102 countries were
surveyed for the leve of cor-
ruption

The CPI survey is based on per-
ceptions of the expatriate business
and the domegtic corporate com-
munity.

Tunku Azz, who is dso the pres
ident of the Kuaa Lungjour Society
for Trangparency and Integrity,
sad in spite of the vigorous initia
tives taken by the Government and
its agencies to confront corruption
and introduce extensve gover-
nance reform in the last few years,
foreign obsarvers continued to

view the country negatively.

He sad this could be because of
different  surveys used, which
were not corruption surveys r;q)er
s, to develop the index and that
corruption issues formed a small
comﬁonent of the questionnaires.

The other factor, he said, was
CPl 2002 was based on data from
surveys conducted in the previous
two years and this year which did
not reflect on the findings of sur-
veys of the current year.

“While internationa opinion is
important to us, we are not fight-
ing to please foreigners " in
Washington, Berlin or London.

“We fight corruption and pro-
mote ?oog governance because an
ethicdly clean Mdaysa benefits
dl our dtizens and facilitates
effective,  sustainable human
development and overdl economic
growth.

“Malaysia has what it takes to
mount a serious attack on ail forms
of unethica public behaviour. We
have dl the indtitutions of a mod-

ern government, we have the
financia resources to support the
various messures and initiatives
that are being put in place to make
adifference to the lives of our peo-
ple,” he said.

Tunku Aziz sad developed
countries had a specid humanitar-
ian responghility, given the enor-
mous resources & their disposd,
to invedtigate and prosecute com-
panies within their jurisdictions
thet are involved in bribery.

“Corruption is subverting the
orderly development of poor
nations, aready trapped, as they
are, in a vicious cycle of crip-
pling ﬁgveﬁy hunger and dis-
es=” he sad.
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