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Polish minister
makes full use

of tight schedu

By PAUL GABRIEL

KUALA LUMPUR: Polish
Foreign Miniger Dr Wlodzi-
mierz Cimoszewicz hed barely
30 hours to sdl his country’s
expertise to Mdaysia, and left
on Monday evening with good
news for his government.

The minister, who flew back
to Warsaw to report to the
Polish Cabinet that met for the
first time on Tuesday follow-
ing the summer bresk, made
full use of his tight schedule
since arriving on Sunday.

He held taks with Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, Defence
Minigter Datuk Seri Ngjib Tun
Kazak, Fordgn  Minister
Dauk Seri Sved Hamid Albar.,
Malacca Chief Minister Datuk
it Envoy T S el

nvoy Ten Si [
Ismail ade}éenate president
Tan Si Miched Chen, and dso
had private meetings with
other officias.

Dr Cimoszewicz sad Po-
land was dose to finaising
an agreement with Mdaysa
on the sdle of 64 Polish mili-
tag tanks and maintenance
vehides. The ded is bdieved
to be worth about US$300mil

(RM1.14bil).

He said both countries had
dso agreed to intensfy ther
scientific and_technological
co-operation, with Maaysato
use its marketing expertise to
ensure a breskthrough  for
Poland's scientific inventions
in the world market.

Poland, the ninth largest
European country which is
Sen &6 a leader coun-
tries in Centrd and Eagern
Euroye, has dso offered its
large base of about 150,000 sci-
entific experts for networking
with Maaysan universties
and ingtitutes.

“I never travel this far with-
out any sense of purpose and
drong intentions. It is in
Poland’s interest to be a part-
ner of Mdaysa | can't say
Poland's economy is in an
Alice in Wonderland Stuation
ye, but we have made grest
drides snce becoming a mar-
ket economy 13 years ago.
Everything is going fine” he
said a the Marriot Hotd in
Putrgjaya before departing
with his wife, Barbara

Dr Cimoszewicz made ahis-
toric vigt here in 1996 as the
Prime Minigter of Poland, the
first trip here by a Polish PM.

He stepped down as prime
miniger in 1997 when his

and codition partners
ot in the pollsthen.

His latest trip here was to
follow up on Dr Mahathir's
visit to Poland in March this
year. Diplomatic ties between
both countries were estab-
lished in 1971

He said his meeting with Dr
Mahathir went well, adding
that the prime minister
remerrgbert_ad ther first mest-
ing here Sx years ago.

“Dr Mahathir is a gifted
leader and it is quite sad to
learn that he will step down
next year,” he added.

Dr Cimoszewicz, who aso
visted Singagpore and Bru-
nd, sad he was confident
that close relaions between
both countries would contin-
ue under the leadership of
Dauk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi.
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