
Arroyo t0 send Ramos
for talk%.-yyn
MANILA: President Gloria Arroyo is
sending former president  Fidel  Ramos
to Malaysia to discuss with Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad the pl ight  of  deportees  from
Sabah.

to dis’cuss  with Mahathir  ways and
means to ensure an “orderly and
humanly” depor ta t ion of  undocument-
ed Fi l ipinos f rom Sabah.

Arroyo mingled with the latest
batch of deportees, offering words of
sympathy as they arrived aboard a

Senior officials, asking not to be
named,  sa id  Arroyo is  taking the  move
after seeing for herself the “appalling
conditions” of deportees in Bongao,
Tawi-Tawi.

Arroyo f lew to Bongao to  meet  the
thousands of deportees, including
women and children who reportedly
suffered “inhuman treatment” by
Malays ian  pol ice  in  Sabah .

She dis t r ibuted medic ines  and food
suppl ies  to  the  depor tees  and  took t ime
to talk to them and hear their com-
p l a i n t s .

Officials  said Arroyo wants  Ramos

The former president has assumed
the role  of  an elder  s ta tesman since he
finished his term in 1996, travelling to
var ious  count r ies  on  speaking  engage-
ments  and  goodwi l l  miss ions .

While  he  was  pres ident  f rom 1992 to
1996, Ramos had numerous meetings
wi th  Mahath i r ,  which  led  to  a  surge  in
Malaysian inves tments in t h e
P h i l i p p i n e s .

Abou t  1 .500  Filininos.  l ook ing  gaun t
and famished, arrived on the remote
southern Philippine island of Bangao
from Malaysia yesterday as protests
erupted in Manila over reports of
infant  deaths  in  Kuala  Lumpur’s  crack-
down on i l lega l  immigrants .

Ph i l i pp ine  navy  sh ip  i n  Bongao .
In Kulim.  Denutv Home Minister

Datuk Zainal  Abcdin*Zin  said the gov-
ernment has started an investigation
into the allegation by Arroyo that
Filipino illegals awaiting deportation
were mistreated.

He said the ministry convened a
meet ing  yes te rday  on  the  a l lega t ion .

The ministry would reserve i ts  com-
ment on the allegation pending the
result of the investigation in two or
three days, he said after opening
Family Friendly Day for inmates at a
drug  rehabi l i ta t ion  cent re .

The ministry would give its official
reply if there was a request from the
Phi l ipp ine  government .  - Agencies


	Arroyo to send Ramos for talks with Dr M (The Sun 30/08/2002)

