Philippines  team
due to Inspect
detention centres

KOTA KIN BALU A Phl-
lippine government team is
due to arrive here from Ma-
nila over the next few days
to inspect conditions of Fili-
pino nationals being held at
immigration detention cen-
tres.

Philippine Embassy sec-
ond secretary Giovanni Palec
said arrangements were also
being made for the team,
which is headed by pre-
sidential adviser Nur Jaefar,
to mest Chigf Miniger Datuk
Chong Kah Kiat apart from
inspecting the detention cen-
tres at Menggatal near here
and those in Sandakan and
Tawau.

He said the team would
do try to meet Sabah Police
Commissioner Datuk Ramli
Y usuff, Immigration Depart-
ment director Abdullah Sani
and Federal Special Task
Force chief Mohd Ghazali
Ahmad.

When asked how long the
inspection team would bein
Sabah, Palec said it had not
been fixed.
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Apart from Nur Jasfar,
who is also the congressman
for Tawi Tawi, the team will
also comprise Labour Under
Secretary Lucy Lazo, Social
Welfare Region I1X director
Parisia Taradji and a repre-
sentative each from the Phi-
lippine Department of De-
fence and Department of
Health.

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad had said on Saturday
that the Government had
agreed to a request from
President Gloria Macapa-
gal-Arroyo for a temporary
halt in the deportation of
Filipino illegal immigrants
from Sabah.

He said the repatriation of
the illegals would resume
after Philippine government
officials inspected the deten-
tion centres and were satis-
fied that their nationals were
not ill-treated there.

In Manila, two Philippine
Senators ~ blamed the
Arroyo administration for
the disorder in the deporta-

tion of Filipino nationals
from Sabah.

Senator Aquilino Pimentel
was quoted as saying that
Philippine officials tasked
with receiving the deportees
appeared to have been
“degping on the job” noting
that the repatriations of the
immigrants had been going
on since April but they had
failed to prepare a contin-
genc y plan.

Fellow Senator Tessie
Agquino Oreta noted that the
Malaysian Government had
issued warnings against
illegal immigrants more
than four months ago and
said the Department of Fo-
reign Affairs (DFA) had
done nothing to prepare the
Philippine government for
the exodus.

She said that the DFAhad
also failed to initiate a cam-
paign in Sabah to inform the
country’s nationals about
Malaysia' s amnesty for ille-
ga immigrants and what
deps they should take if they
choee to go home.
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