PAS information officer

charged wit

By MENG YEW CHOONG

KOTA BARU: PAS informa-
tion  officer  Buniyamin
Yaakob, 56, was charged in the
Sessions Court here yesterday
with defaming Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad at a
ceramah by accusing the
Prime Minister of having
watched pornographic video-
tapes with his grandchildren.

Buniyamin claimed trial
and hearing has been fixed for
Nov §-7.

He is alleged to have made
the statement about Dr Maha-
thir at a ceramah at the Pusat
Tarbiyvah Islamiah Kelantan
on March 15.

Buniyamin, who is ill and
has been warded at the hospi-

Tal here for tlge past fortmght
arrived at the courthouse in an
ambulance and was brought in
a wheelchair into the court-
room at around 9.45am, ac-
companied by Kelantan PAS
legal advisor Takiyuddin
Hassan.

The court was packed with
about 60 PAS supporters and
there was a strong police pres-
ence around the courthouse.

Karpal Singh, who is
Buniyamin’s counsel, argued
before judge Mohd Yazid
Mustafa that the case should
be dropped because the per-
son who was allegedly defa-
med, the Prime Minister, did
not himself lodge the report
against Buniyamin. (The
report was made by two indi-
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viduals in Kedah and Kelan-
tan).

However, Yazid held that
the public prosecutor had the
discretion to investigate and
charge any person, and that
right could not be ques-
tioned.

Deputy public prosecutor
Azmi Ariffin appeared togeth-
er with two officials from the
Attorney-General Chambers,
Nordin Hassan and Dzulkifli
Ahmad.

Buniyamin, who is charged
under Section 500 of the Penal
Code, went back to hospital
after he was released on a bail
of RM7,000 in one surety. If
convicted, he can be jailed for
up to two years, or fined, or
both.
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