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KUALA LUMPUR: Geneti-
cally Modified (GM) food
should be tested thoroughly to
allay fears of side effects,
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said yes-
terday.

He said GM food could be
tested on animals, or through
other medical methods, to ver-
ify its short and long-term
effects.

“There are a lot of people in
the world today who do not
have enough food and geneti-
cally modified crops might be
able to increase food produc-
tion.

“We should not cast aside
completely something which
could benefit us,” he told
reporters after opening the
International Convention on
Bio-technology at Putra World
Trade Centre here yesterday.

Dr Mahathir noted that
there was a kind of “hysteria”
directed against GM foods
around the world.

“Is there a basis for it? If
there is none, then GM foods
can solve the starvation prob-
lem we face today,” he said.

He added that there were a
lot of warehouses with GM
foods in Africa not being
distributed to feed hungry
Africans because of fear it
might be harmful.

Dr Mabhathir said the Go-
vernment planned to set up a
‘bio-valley’ in the Klang Val-
ley.

He said the project was
intended to be a catalyst and
test bed for the development
of Malaysia’s bio-technology
industry.

“At the moment, Mardi
(Malaysian Agriculture Re-
search and Development
Institute) and various univer-
sities conduct their own
research. We fear there might
be duplication in their resea-
rch,” he said.

He said the proposed bio-
valley would consist of three
research institutes, namely in
genomic, agriculture and
pharmaceutical.
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