PM: Hold
dialogue on
nuclear
fe r%tlon
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A-LUMPUR: OAQ intzeg—u z
national dialogue should be
held to assess the threat of
nuclear weapons proliferation
and the lack of progress on
nuclear disarmament, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said.

The Prime Minister said the
discourse should look at the
linkages between proliferation
and disarmament, and the
most effective way of address-
ing the problem.

“We have a duty to the
world to urgently pursue such
a dialogue,” he said yesterday
at the International Nuclear
Conference 2002 being held at
the PWTC.

Dr Mahathir said nations
should not be blinded by nar-
row national interests in op-
posing the dialogue.

“The assessment should be
conducted on a non-partisan
and objective basis to avoid
any unilateralist tendency,
and a judgment made to
address the problem of nu-
clear non-proliferation and
export control,” he said.

He said the Treaty on the
Non-proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons Review Conference
or the Conference on Disarma-
ment in Geneva should pro-
vide the avenue for such a dia-
logue.
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