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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Al- 
most all schools will be ready to teach 
Science and Mathematics in English 
next year with all national schools to 
be fully equipped with computers and 
projectors by next week, said Edu- 
cation Minister Tan Sri Musa Mo- 
hamad. 

“Preparations started a few months 
ago. The recent reports I have received 
:‘ay that 95 per cent, ofnational schools 
h:ive been equipped with computers 
and projectors. while national-type 
~hools will receive this equipment by 
the end of the month.” 

>lusa added that materials to aid 
teachers in the teaching of Science 
and Mathematics in English were 
bc~ng developed and were expected to 
he ready in time when schools open 
on ,Jan 5. 

“I am not worried about the prep- 
arations. Even if thcrc are short- 
comings. w c will be able to 
rclcitf- them in time,” Muss told re- 
purt(~r‘s whc~n met at his open house 
today. 

Rlusa also said the committee to 
review the national education system 
was focusing on the issue of second- 
ary private religious schools (Sekolah 
Mcnengah Agama Rakyat) and 
methods to strengthen national 

schools. 
He said that even though there 

was a decision to place students from 
SARs into the national schools, no 
decision had been made on whether 
they would be abolished or not. 

“The committee has only met once 
and no decision has been made yet 
on the issue,” he said, adding that 
they would have to look at all aspects 
of it because it was a bigger issue 
than the committee expected. 

“We are getting feedback from 
numerous sources such as from Ja- 
kim (Islamic Development Depart- 
ment), political parties and the pub- 
lic, before deciding on it.‘! 

He said the committee was con- 
centrating on secondary religious 
schools and not primary religious 
schools as pupils from the latter also 
attended national schools. 

Muss added that there would al- 
ways be groups who wanted to poli- 
ticise the issue of religious schools 
but stressed that what the committee 
was doing was to equip pupils with 
the ability to face future challenges. 

On Nov 29, Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad an- 
nounced that the committee which 
would be chaired by him would look 
into reviewing the school system and 
into improving the national educa- 
tion system. 

Dr Mahathir said the different 

religious schools in the country such 
as the SARs, religious schools run by 
the State Government and private 
institutions did not augur well for the 
country. 

Asked on the criticisms by the 
National Union of Teaching Profes- 
sions (NUTP) of the ministry’s pro- 
posal to give critical allowance to 
English, Science and Mathematics 
teachers, Musa said the allowance 
was an incentive to attract students 
with Science, Engineering, Mathe- 
matics and English qualifications to 
become teachers, as demand for such 
teachers was high. 

“There is also no worry that there 
will be a rush of teachers who do not 
have the qualifications to become 
English teachers just to benefit from 
the special allowance. This is becau- 
se those who are qualified to receive 
the allowance will be chosen by 
headmasters. 

“There are two ways to go about 
this issue, either we have this special 
allowance or we don’t pay it out to 
any teachers since the Government 
cannot afford to pay all teachers with 
the critical allowance.” 

On Dee 8, NUTP secretary-general 
Datuk N. Siva Subramaniam said 
the ministry should expand the spe- 
cial allowance to all 300,000 teachers 
and not just English, Science and 
Mathematics teachers. 
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