20/ 01/ 2002
17 nore | ndonesi ans hel d

R Mural

NI LA, Sat. - Police today arrested 17 nore |Indonesian workers fromthe
Hual on Corporation, bringing the nunber of arrests to 28 of the conpany's
enpl oyees who were involved in Thursday's rioting, including two for dadah
abuse.

State Police Chief Senior Assistant Conm ssioner 1 Datuk Mhd Yunus
O hman said police were | ooking for two nore workers whom they believed
were still in the vicinity of the conpany hostel

"We know their identity through video clips and photos. They have to
surrender as they have committed a crinme. If they fail to do so, we wll
act,"” he said at a Press conference at the Nilai police station today.

He sai d I ndonesian enbassy officials were aware of the problemat the
factory and the warning by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
that the Government mi ght consider hiring foreign workers from ot her
countri es.

The officials were at the factory today to nediate the return to work of
200 staff, who had refused to turn up for work for fear that the
authorities mght detain themin connection with the riot.

Hual on Cor porati on manager Johnson Hsu today said he called the
I ndonesi an enbassy this norning to negotiate for the workers to cone to
wor K.

Hsu said three representatives fromthe enbassy, |ed by counsellor Budh
Rahardjo arrived at the hostel at 1pm and held di scussions with the
wor ker s.

The di scussi on ended about 4.30pm and the representatives then left for
Ni | ai police station to discuss the issue with the police.

Budhi said the enbassy was working closely with the police on the
nmatter.

He said he would be visiting all conpanies hiring Indonesian workers and
counsel themto stop rioting.

Al t hough the 200 workers did not turn up for work today, it is
understood that the factory's production was not affected.
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