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" Students shoul d share neani ngful experiences

TS not a new phenonenon. Neither is it confined to public institutions
of higher learning. In private colleges and universities too, students
tend to veer to those of the sane race.

But it was only natural, said Ml aysian Association of Private Coll eges
presi dent Tengku Shansul Bahrin.

Students in private colleges were allowed to choose roommat es and
inevitably selected a friend fromthe sanme ethnic group while others chose
to live alone, said Tengku Shamsul, who is also the president of NI ai
Col | ege.

However, he does not characterise the problemas serious or worrisone so
| ong as the students do not reject each other outright or, worse, fight.

Nei t her does Dr Mohaned Thal ha Alithanby, at |east not in private
educational institutions.

Thal ha, who is president of the National Association of Private
Educational Institutions in Ml aysia, said this was because students in
private colleges, even the mnority Bum putera students, had two things in
common - they were urbanites and they felt confortable comrunicating in
Engl i sh.

There's even less to worry about in Inti College and its vice-president
of admi nistrative affairs, Dr Koo We Kor, said an international student
popul ati on made race consciousness quite irrel evant.

It was quite the reverse in public institutions, said Thal ha.

Further, he said, in public universities, there was a tendency for the
maj ority Bum putera students to expect the mnority to blend in and if
they did not, they were ignored.

But fostering integration is a twoway effort, and all sides nmust be
willing to work at it.

Tengku Shansul said students could not be made to integrate through
enforced policies |ike sharing roonms with soneone of a different
race. "They need to share neani ngful experiences instead."

In Nilai College, where Ml aysi ans make up 60 per cent of enrol nent, the
col | ege organi ses projects which give students the chance to | earn about
each ot her.

Thal ha said this would be a better than creating a single unity club

He believes existing clubs should organise activities that make students
take on chal |l enges together and build relations, activities where unifying
factors, like comon interests, are enphasised.

"Not a unity club, but unity in every club,"” said Thal ha.

In Inti College where there were 60 student clubs, instead of
formalising efforts to pronote racial unity, it sinply insisted that both
l ocal and international students were represented in all events and
projects, said Koo.

Al so, universities should di scourage organisations that anplify dif
ferences between races, |ike | anguage-based clubs and encourage those that
thrive on comonalities.

"Students will formcloser bonds during a twoweek field study than they
ever will through sinply sharing roons for three years," said Tengku
Shansul .

When students found common ground, it was so nuch easier to nmake a
connection, he said, citing the exanple of rugby players who will seek out
ot her rugby players regardl ess of race, as will those who | ove drama or



hi story.

However, if the authorities wanted to pursue the unity club plan, Tengku
Shansul said they should include private colleges in discussions. After
all, half of all post-FormFive students study in private institutions.

In fact, one private institution, Sunway Coll ege, has already set up
such a multi-racial club called "Projecting Racial Integration in Sunway
Mal aysi a" or Prism

Among the activities planned are Miusic Appreciation Day, when songs in
several |anguages will be played on canmpus, and Geeting Day, which calls
for everyone to greet one another in a | anguage other than their nother
t ongue.

Cl ub advi ser and col | ege deputy chairman Tan Sri Ranon Navar at nam sai d
besi des fostering greater cultural understanding, the club ainmed to
devel op prototype programes that other colleges could adopt.

Bot h Thal ha and Tengku Shanmsul said the idea of unity clubs, if well
pl anned and executed, would help bridge the gap between the races.
However, |arger problens clouded the issue of integration, they added.

"Why pick on the students al one? Check any golf course and see how nany
adults are playing recreational golf with people of different races," said
Tengku Shansul .

Thal ha said what seenmed |like a lack of integration in universities was,
to sonme extent, a reflection of what was going on in society.

"Each ethnic group has its own political party, life is played out
wi thin these organisations and this is carried through to universities."

This is the larger picture that both want the authorities to see, that
the com ng together of races envisioned by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, will take a lot of hard work and clubs are just a smal
part of it.

"I'f universities are thinking about unity clubs, why not |ook at
integration at the primary, secondary and matricul ation | evel s?" asked
Tengku Shansul .

"Way only in universities or colleges, what about housing estates and
t he wor kpl ace?

"It's all a process. If mxing is a continuous thing, it will be very
unusual to find one race rejecting another."
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