30/ 07/ 2002
18 | eaders anong 450 confirmed for 2002 LID

Kamar ul Yunus

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Eighteen heads of governnment and state have confirnmed
their participation in the four-day G obal 2002-Langkawi | nternational

Di al ogue (LID) starting on Thursday.

According to an official with the Ml aysian I ndustry-Governnment G oup
for H gh Technol ogy (Mght), 27 heads of governnent and state had been
invited to the event.

Meanwhi |l e, South Africa Deputy President Jacob Zuma is said to have
confirmed his participation in the dial ogue, which has been held on the
i sl and since 1995.

Among t he speakers are Energy, Communications and Multinedia M nister
Dat uk Amar Leo Mbggi e, Bank Negara CGovernor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz,
Tel ekom Mal aysi a chief executive Datuk Dr Ml Khir Abdul Rahman, Institute
of Strategic Studies chairman Tan Sri Dr Noordin Sopi ee, KUB Ml aysia
chai rman and chi ef executive Datuk Hassan Harun and Gas Ml aysia Sdn Bhd
chairman Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Tajuddin Ali.

O hers include science adviser in the Prime Mnister s Departnent Tan
Sri Dr Ahnmad Zaharudin ldrus, who is also Mght joint chairman, Securities
Conmi ssion chairman Datuk Ali Kadir, and Kual a Lunpur Stock Exchange
executi ve chairman Datuk Mohammed Azl an Hashim

A Mght official also said sone 450 participants from 36 Commonweal t h
countries and beyond are expected to participate in 2002 LID.

This shows that LID has not lost its ability to foster smart
partnershi ps between participating countries, especially fromAfrica.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had said Africans had
insisted the LID continued to be held in Langkawi as they preferred to see
for thenmselves the country's dynam c econom ¢ devel opnent.

According to him African | eaders were al so agai nst the idea of
confining the hosting of the dialogue to African nations.

The LID ains to foster the smart partnership principles across nations,
nationalities, governments, businesses and social sectors. The
participants will share experiences and | essons |earnt in government,
econom cs and socio-politics.
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