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“Serious disciplinary breach' (H)

Ram an Sai d; Saj ahan Waheed; Ai da Ahnad

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - The two Penang Bari san Nasi onal assenbl ymen who
abstai ned fromvoting on a notion tabled by the Opposition have committed
a serious breach of party discipline and can face disciplinary action
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

"It is a very serious thing," said the Prime Mnister and BN chai rman on
the action of LimBoo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (Jaw ),
who chose not to oppose the DAP' s notion to postpone construction on the
proposed RML.02 billion Penang Quter R ng Road.

"W will look into precedents and nmake a deci sion," he added.

Asked whet her disciplinary action wuld be taken agai nst the duo, he
replied: "Possible."

Speaki ng at a Press conference at the Royal Mal aysian Air Force base in
Subang upon his return fromParis where he attended the Pl edgi ng
Conference for the Reconstruction of Lebanon, Dr Mahathir said assenbl ynen
shoul d adhere to party decisions as they contested and won due to support
fromtheir parties.

Asked to comment on Tan's explanation that she abstai ned because it was
the voice of her constituents, the Prinme Mnister retorted: "So it neans
the BN is not the voice of the people.™

On whet her el ected representatives shoul d be given the choice to vote on
the basis of their conscience and not along party lines, Dr Mahathir said:
"If everybody votes on conscience, there would not be any party.

"When they want to enter or contest, they ask for support fromthe
party. After they have won they want to act independently, but did they
think they could win without the support fromthe party?

"How many i ndependents have won in Malaysia? It is the party that wins,
whi ch nmeans we are dependent on it. So we nust accept party discipline.”

Meanwhi | e, a Penang Gerakan Assenbl ynan today reveal ed that the two MCA
assenbl ynmen had agreed at the precouncil neeting that the State BN shoul d
reject the notion by the DAP.

Sungai Pi nang assenbl ynan Looi Swee Cheang in a statenent issued here
said it was surprising for Limand Tan to abstain fromvoting agai nst the
nmoti on when they had not raised any reservations earlier

"When State BN chairman Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon proposed that the DAP s
noti on be rejected, the two MCA assenbl ynen kept numin agreenent.

"If they had any proposals or reservations, they should have spoken out
t hen. However, they abstained during voting time which smacks of
insincerity on their part,"” said Looi

He said it was also illogical of Tan to claimthat her action was for
the voters' confidence

"If she were truly sincere as she clains, then she should have spoken
out at the proper tine and place.”

In Penang, State MCA chai rnman Wng Kam Hoong cane to the duo's defence,
di sm ssing notions that they were conspiring to discredit the State
Bari san Nasi onal | eadership.

He said Limand Tan were not directed by anyone to humiliate the Penang
BN | eader shi p under Koh.

"They abstained instead of voting against a notion tabled by a DAP
assenbl yman because (Deputy Chief Mnister) Datuk Dr Hilm Yahaya did not
informthemon what to do in the matter," he said

Wbng, who is al so Donmestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Parlianentary



Secretary, maintained that Limand Tan were innocent over the matter.

"They did not plan to do anything bad, or jointly planned to abstain
fromvoting."

Wng said when there was no instruction fromDr HlIm, who is State BN
whip in the House, Limand Tan chose to abstain.

On Sunday, Dr Hilm told reporters that Koh had specifically instructed
al | backbenchers to vote against the notion when they net for a
preAssenbly briefing in Kontar on Nov 9.

Dr HIm said although he attended the briefing, he did not give any
instruction to those present, including to Limand Tan, to reject the
noti on.

Whng, when asked if the assenbl ynmen had been instructed to reject the
DAP notion, refused to coment.
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