10/ 03/ 2002
“Share findings on environs inpact

Shahrum Sayut hi

CGELANG PATAH, Sat. - Singapore should share with Mal aysia the findings of
its studies on the environnental and geographic inpact of its reclanmation
project currently carried out near the countries' conmon border

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the sharing of the
information will be a good step to prevent any suspicion arising fromthe
project and help relevant parties such as port authorities to estimate
possi bl e i npact on their operations.

He said any information provided by Singapore would be suppl enmented by
studi es such as the ones to be carried out by the Port of Tanjung Pel epas
(PTP) and Johor Port in Pasir Gudang.

He said the port authorities would appoint their own consultants
consi sting of hydrographic specialists to study the inpact of the
recl amati on project.

"There is no doubt that it will narrow the straits (of Johor and
Tebrau)."

Dr Ling said this after acconpanying a group tour of the PTP facilities
here by menbers of the Ml aysian Institute of Purchasing and Materi al
Managnent, Sout hern Regional Centre and SM Ml aysi a Johor Sel at an

He said initial findings indicate that there were no i medi ate threat
posed by the reclamati on project on the operations of the ports but
i nstructions had been issued for the situation to be continuously
noni t or ed.

"W are not going to take any chances. If the reclamation project poses
any threat to the ports, we will imediately informthe Singapore
authorities about it."

Dr Ling al so said there was no need for any unnecessary alarmuntil the
studi es by the Ml aysi an si de have been conpl et ed.

"We need to first of all conme up with a conplete study on the inpact of
the recl amati on project such as the changing water currents and
sedimentation | evel (affecting the Ml aysian shoreline).™

Yesterday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said Ml aysi a
woul d seek an assurance from Singapore that the republic's |and
recl amation activities would not affect the deep water |ine demarcating
t he boundaries between the two countries.

On his visit to PTP today, Dr Ling commended PTP for gaining the
reputation as one of the nost efficient ports in the world.

He said the PTP's efforts to host the visit by the small and medi um
scal e entrepreneurs woul d assi st the Governnent's canpaign to pronote the
maxi mum utilisation of |ocal ports.

PTP, being a new port, has managed to increase the volume of its
cont ai ner handling from418,000 in 2000 to 2.05 mllion |ast year

Earlier in his speech, Dr Ling said Ml aysia was fast becom ng one of
t he nobst noderni sed transport oriented countries with 60 to 70 per cent of
its goods being transported via container facilities.
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