06/ 12/ 2002
Australia may | ose out in war against terror

Har dev Kaur

THE Eur opean and Aneri can (i ncl udi ng Australian) approach to dealingwth
terrorists and terrorismdiffers. The Europeans, |i ke Mal aysi a and ot her

Asian countries, call for dealing with the root causes of terrorism The

Aneri cans and the Australians want to go for pre-enptive strikes and seek
amlitary solution.

The difference, according to Jam e Shae, Nato's director of Press and
Information, stens fromthe fact that they have different experiences with
terrorists.

The Europeans have been "living with terrorismfor along time" and this
i ncl udes t he Basque separati st group, ETA, in Northern Spain and the | RA
inlreland. They have cone to realise that nmilitary action alone is not
enough in dealing with terrorists, nor does it address the root causes of
the probl em

The Americans, on the other hand, believe that as the world's nost
power ful nation, the sol e superpower and the world' s | argest econony, it
will be able to deal with the i ssue. Shae added t he Bush Adm ni strati on,
whichis fairly new, feels that it can "deal withit, destroy it and
eradicate it (terrorism". The US approach is nmilitary action, which
Austral ia supports.

But military action "requires a clear target" and this is not possible
with terrorists and terrorism This was clearly evident in the Vietnamwar
wher e even the superior Anerican mlitary m ght could not win themthe
guerilla war agai nst the conmuni st terrorists. But the | essons of Vietnam
seemto have been forgotten.

I n Europe, on the other hand, Gernany's Anbassador to Nato i n Brussels,
Gebhardt Von Mol tke, stressed that "military actionis only part of the
overall strategy of the Gernmans in dealing with terrorists and terrorism
Mlitary action is not the answer as terrorists require a different
strategy and approach”.

Mal aysi a has repeatedly called for the need to identify the root causes
and to deal with them The solution takes time, a very long tine perhaps,
even years as happened wi th the conmuni st i nsurgency i n Mal aya. But Kual a
Lunpur dealt with it and is the only country in the world to have def eat ed
comuni st terrorists.

The "softer" approach and a nore | asting solution are needed and nust be
sought. International rul es of sovereignty and i ndependence nmust be
respected or el se the world will plunge into |l aw essness, world order
t hreat ened and rul es destroyed and the | aw of the jungle will prevail.

Acivilised world would revert to uncivilised and barbaric ways of the
past .

Mlitary action may result inthe terrorist groups breaking up into nore
cells spreading their terror over a wi der area, thus naking it even nore
difficult to deal with. The focus nust be terrorists and terrori smand
because of the nature of their operations it calls for co-operation anong
nati ons not antagoni sm unity not divisions. There certainly is no room
for additional hostility and tensi on anong nations in the region.

But this is exactly what Australian Prine Mnister John Howard's tal k of
pre-enptive attacks has done. It has angered its Asi an nei ghbours and
escal ated tension in the region. Yet Howard does not believe that "our
rel ati ons have been damaged by those statenments at all". He is



unapol ogetic adding that "I don't resile fromthemin any way" and t hat
"They don't mean any bellicosity towards our friends".

Hi s Foreign M nister neverthel ess i s seeki ng "damage control " and net
anmbassadors from Sout heast Asi an nati ons on Wednesday.

Mal aysi a, Thail and, | ndonesia and the Philippines have been outraged by
the remarks, saying that pre-enptive action woul d amount to an act of war.
The Phil i ppi nes described the statement as "arrogant”, "bizarre" and
"violative" of its sovereignty.

But Si ngapore, which has just signed a bilateral trade agreement with
Australia, has sai d nothi ng whi ch prompt ed Cepheus Yap Henwei i n Mel bourne
to ask "isn't it time Singapore did too".

Canberra has recei ved support fromWashi ngton whi ch has made it very
clear that pre-enptive action was now part of the US doctrine because of
the different nature of terrorism

Australia has been insensitive to Asian views, and its hi gh-handed
crackdown i n which police and intelligence agents rai ded hones of Muslins
in Australia also fuelled Asian sentinents.

Australia is often accused of putting relations with the US and Britain
above those of Asia and has even earned itself the title of "deputy
sheriff" of the US. Howard's coments only serve to reinforce that
i mpr essi on.

This, at a tinme when Australia should actually be | ooking to rebuil ding
and strengthening its relations with its nei ghbours and seeki ng co-
operation to deal with the terrorists.

After all, the Jenmah |Islamyah (JI), which is believed to be
responsi bl e for the Bali bonbi ngs, reportedly has training canps in
Australi a.

CGoi ng by Howar d' s advocacy, can other countries then send troops into
Australia for pre-enptive action to stop terrorist attacks being | aunched
into their territories? The answer fromany civilised nation and
i ndi vidual is "no". The parties should work together to deal with the
probl emand not create mstrust, nore tension and ant agoni sm

But in this case, the arrogance, antagoni smand harsh words cone froma
country where the | eadershi p wants an Asean plus Sunmit as well as to sit
on the sane table with Asean nmenbers during the Asia Europe Sunmit (Asen)
neetings.

Its Foreign M nister, Al exander Downer, had said that Australia has the
credentials to make a substantial contribution to the Asem process on the
Asi an side. Howcan it have the "credential s" and nake "substanti al
contributions” when it continues to antagoni se and behave as "a white
colonial power with a white Australian policy".

And as El ai ne Thonpson, professor of politics and international
relations at the University of New Sout h WAl es, points out: "Howard's
out rageous statement is just going to reinforce the view of us as an
alien."

Hostility towards its nei ghbours will not help deal with the terrorists.
It will only giveriseto nore problens and conplications. It is essential
that efforts are focused on the i ssue at hand and as our Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad stressed, the attitude of the Australian
Government in dealing with this might cause it to | ose out in the war
agai nst terror.
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