15 APR 2002
Mahat hi r- Departure
PRI ME M NI STER LEAVES FOR MOROCCO, LI BYA AND BAHRAI N

SEPANG, April 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, |eading a 160-menber del egation of several cabinet m nisters,
government officials and corporate | eaders, left here today for a week-Iong
wor ki ng visit to Morocco, Libya and Bahrain

The prinme mnister, whose itinerary is packed with several bilateral
meet i ngs, di al ogues and | uncheon tal ks, will be in Mirocco fromtoday until
Thur sday when he wi Il proceed to Li bya where his visit ends on Sat urday.

Dr Mahathir, who i s acconpani ed by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned
Ali, winds up the three-nation visit with a working visit to Bahrain on
Sat urday and Sunday.

Cabinet mnisters in the entourage are Works M ni ster Datuk Seri S.
Sarmy Vel lu, International Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafi dah
Azi z, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, Entrepeneur Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Nazri Abdul Aziz and Worren and Fanily Devel opnent M ni ster
Dat uk Shahri zat Abdul Jalil.

Ar ab- Mal aysi an Bank Bhd chai rman Tan Sri Azman Hashi m heads t he
64- menber busi ness del egati on.

The trip is regarded as i nportant by the governnent as it is believed
that the visit will further strengthen bilataral rel ati ons and econonic
cooperation between Mal aysi a and the t hree nati ons.

The thrust of Dr Mahathir's visit is expected to be on ways to enhance
trade and econnonic ties, where at present there are vast roons for
i mprovenment bet ween Mal aysia and the three Islam ¢ countries.

O her inportant areas of di scussions during Dr Mahathir's nmeetings with
government heads and | eaders will centre on terrori smand the current
| srael - Pal estine conflict.

The highlight of his visit is expected to be his nmeetings on Thursday
with Li byan | eader Muanmar Gaddafi .

Dr Mahathir will be neeting Gaddafi on Li byan soil for the first tine.
The two | eaders net on the sidelines during the Organisation of Islanic
Conference's Summits in the past.

VWhile in Morocco, Dr Mahathir will cal on King Mohamed VI who was
installed as Head of State two years ago after his father's death.

He will al so neet his Moroccan counterpart, Abderrahmane Youssouffi,
and will have an informal neeting with Mal aysi an students there.

In Bahrain, the prime mnister will performa ground-breaki ng cerenony
for the Mal aysi an Trade and Exhi bition Centre i n Manana.

It will be Malaysia's centre in West Asia after Dubai in the United
Arab Emirates.

Dr Mahathir will al so neet his Bahraini counterpart, Shai kh Khalifa
Sal man Al -Khal i f a.
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