15/ 09/ 2002
Puteri Umo travels a bunpy road as it approaches its own el ection

Ai non Mohd

A YEAR ago, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamuad | aunched Puteri
Umo, a young wonmen's wing in the party. Am d nuch appl ause, sone
criticisms notwi thstanding, it was envisaged to attract nore young and

pr of essi onal wonen to Unmmo.

One year on, Puteri has managed to dispel the m sconcepti on anobng young
professionals that politics is dirty, and draw themto the organi sation

Now comes the election. For many, this will provide the young Umo
menbers with an opportunity to determ ne the new wi ng's destiny.

A total of 660 delegates will have the final say over who anong the
candi dates will hold key positions in the novenent.

The ball ot box will determ ne who will be the permanent chairnman, her
deputy, the Puteri Ummo chief and deputy, and the 20 Exco nenbers.

Thus far, the three contenders for the chief's post are the pro-tem
chief Azalina O hman Said, forner information chief Mastina Abdul Ham d
and Rai han Sul ei man @ Sul ai man Pal esti ne, a Kulinf Bandar Baru Wani ta Ummo
di vi si on conmi tee nenber.

To woo the del egates, Mastina said besides focusing on socio-econonic
i ssues, Puteri should al so enphasi se religious programes, which she
cl aimed were neglected by the wi ng under Azalina. Rai han, meanwhile, has
come up with a slogan of sincerity, and offering herself as an
alternative.

The inner circle in the novenent say Azalina is the favourite but with
t he changi ng scenario, they say the other contenders cannot be rul ed out.

To many, since the inception of Puteri, it seens that Azalina could do
no wong. In just a year, Azalina, a |l awer by profession, has risen to
political stardom

But as the election |loons, it appears nothing she does can satisfy her
critics, some of whom have begun to question her conmtnent and
credibility.

Azal i na cane under fire when she and her current pro-temcomittee
menbers made courtesy calls on Umo |eaders in the run-up to the Puteri
el ecti ons.

She had been asked to stop making such visits as party | eaders do not
want the action to be construed as | obbying for support, which is against
party el ection ethics.

The race between the personalities is hotting up. There are all egations
of "threats and dirty tactics", police reports, runmours and specul ation
some with religious connotations, spreading like wildfire and a prom se of
nore to cone.

Some have been the target of a vicious snear canpaign, while those who
have skeletons in the closet will find the going tough

Many Umo nenbers have quietly expressed di sappointnent with the new
wi ng, for in the obsession anong aspirants to win posts, they have
resorted to nenbuka pekung di dada (washing dirty linen in public).

This, they said, would provide the Cpposition with nore amunition to
under m ne Umo.

On top of that, what is interesting is that there is talk on the ground
that the contenders would not have been so blatant in their chall enge had
t hey not been prodded by certain quarters.

This is especially so at the tinme when it is becom ng fashi onable for
some Umo | eaders, especially the anbitious and financially strong, to



position their people in prom nent positions.

Party | eaders have insisted they will remain neutral. But many take that
at face value, believing that the | eaders have their own favourite
candi dat e

One | eader even said: "I think there is a hidden hand trying to create
trouble within the novenent."

Initially, the idea of Puteri posts being contested got many Umo
figures worried as it could lead to a split in the novenent. But politica
observers say contests are healthy.

"While Azalina will easily win, she needs to get endorsenent to
| egitimse and nake honourabl e her ascendancy to the post,"” said a senior
Umo | eader.

(ohservers argue that el ections would not cause a dent and even if there
was dust kicked up, the situation could still be controll ed.

By the end of Cctober, the delegates will have many candi dates,
hopefully credi bl e ones, to pick from And hopefully too, del egates should
pi ck only the best ones who are capable, sincere and not chasing after
party posts.

The question now. WII| Puteri Umo ever get a chance to put a nore
i beral, new generation agenda devoid of negative elenents into practice,
or will it be swayed by the old Umo tradition of squabbling for posts?

Bei ng new, Puteri Umo nust project the clean inmage of the party. This
is vital as the party is currently viewed negatively by many non- nenbers.

To begin with, Puteri Umo nenbers nust deci de whether they wish to see
the nmovenent wilt or blossom They nust bear in mnd that Pas has al ready
started canpaigning for the next general election, at a tine when those in
Umo, even the younger ones, are caught in their own quagmre of
i nfighting.

Puteri Umo nust avoid any disruptions in Umo, because the scranble for
posts during its elections will be wel comed by the Opposition

Shoul d they get enbroiled in snmall battles anpong thensel ves, they will
risk losing the war, which may well be very near in 2004, and worse, they
will be the laughing stock of others.
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