05 JAN 2002
Mahat hir-Terrorists
DO NOT BLAME M SI A FOR SEPT 11 ATTACKS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said
Mal aysi a shoul d not be nade to share bl ane for the Sept 11 attacks on the
United States for not detaining two of the suspected terrorists invol ved
when they were reportedly seen in Kual a Lunpur.

The Prinme Mnister told reporters who approached hi mat the Foreign
Mnistry's Aidilfitri open house at Wsna Putra here today that the duo had
the entered Mal aysia as ordinary tourists.

"How are we to know that they are terrorists. Are you saying that had
Boei ng not nade aeropl anes or that had pilots not fallenill with stonmach
ache and were unable to fly the planes, there would be no Sept 11 attacks,"
he said.

Dr Mahat hir was respondi ng to questions on Singapore's Ml ay-|anguage
newspaper Berita Harian's report, quoting Jane's Intelligence Review, that
the Sept 11 attacks coul d have been avoi ded had Mal aysi a i ntercepted and
arrested the suspected terrorists while they were in the country.

In the Sept 11 attacks, terrorists used hijacked commercial jetliners
to plough into the twin towers of New York's Wrld Trade Centre and t he
Pent agon i n Washi ngton, killing nore than 3, 000 peopl e.

Two of the nmen suspected to be involved in the Sept 11 attacks nanmely
Khal i d al - M hdhar and Nawaf Al -Haznmi were traced to have visited Ml aysia
fromJan 5 to Jan 8 | ast year.

Dr Mahathir said such report appeared to be purposely intended to
create problemw th Mal aysi a, stressing that "we too can hurl allegations
like that."

"When a person cones here as a tourist, are we going to ask him+are
you a terrorist+. ..obviously he would say no.

"When people cone here we regard themas tourists. Only when we have
proof that they are indeed terrorists, the we shall have themarrested,"”
the prime ninister said.

Asked whet her terrorists were using Mal aysi a as their base, Dr Mahathir
said that Mal aysia or any other country for that matter coul d be vul nerabl e
to such a possibility.

"We do not know and cannot recogni se these people, just like the tine
when we fought agai nst conmuni st i nsurgents who were traders or hawkers
during the day but were terrorists at night," he said.

On the arrest of 13 nmenbers of a new cell of the so-called Kunpul an
Mlitan Mal aysia (KM, Dr Mahathir said the government woul d continue to
track down these mlitants al though they have not struck terror in Ml aysi a
yet.

He said the governnent was aware that an I ndonesian mlitant group with
links to the KMMwas behind a spate of bonbings in the republic.

The possibility of the KMMnounting simlar bonb attacks i n Mal aysi a
coul d not be discounted and as such, must be checked, Dr Mahathir said.

The I nspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai yesterday announced
the the arrest of the 13 KM nenbers, including a university | ecturer,
during a police operation nounted between Dec 9 and Thur sday.
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