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FORMER Deputy Mnister Datuk Dr Ibrahim Saad is in a quandary - his
application to transfer his Umo nenbership to a new branch has not been
entertained.

Ei ther he has a great sense of hunour or that he is at a | oss for words,
when asked how he felt over the matter, he grinned and said:

"I do not know whether to laugh or to cry."

The last tine he was in the linelight was during the 1999 genera
el ecti on when he was chosen by Umo to contest the Pernmatang Pauh
parliamentary seat against Parti Keadilan Nasional president Datin Seri Dr
wan Azi zah Wan | smail

VWhat nmade the contest interesting was that the seat was fornmerly held by
Dr VWan Azi zah's husband, forner Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Anwar | brahi m

To add colour to the whol e epi sode, |brahi mwas considered a persona
friend of Anwar and identified by nost in Umo as belonging to Anwar's
inner circle.

As it turned out, academ cian-turned-politician |Ibrahimwas defeated by
Dr Wan Azi zah and since then, the fornmer had not been nuch in the
political Iinelight.

But | brahimdid not abandon Umo.

In fact, he wanted to start all over again and applied to transfer his
menbership froma branch in Bukit Mertajamto one in Tasik CGelugor

It has been quite sonme tinme now since he made the application but to
date, there has been no reply.

Since his former branch had approved his request for transfer and the
new branch had not approved his application, Ibrahimis basically, an Umo
nmenber in a no-nman's | and.

Ironically, Ibrahimhad, previously served Tasi k CGelugor as its Menber
of Parlianent.

But Ibrahimis not the only one who faces such a predi canent when it
conmes to becom ng an Umo nmenber or transferring his/her menbership.

These problenms can only be attributed to inefficiency, paranoia and/or
i nsecurity.

If it is inefficiency, then Umo is definitely in trouble.

Being the |l eading party in the ruling coalition, its managenment shoul d
be on par with that of the Governnment, if not better

But it is doubtful that such problens are due to inefficiency.

The nore likely reasons are paranoia and insecurity.

The new branch in Tasi k Gelugor nmay be paranoid about |brahi mbecause he
was once cl osely associated with Anwar but given the manner Umo has
evol ved since the political crisis of 1998, such sentinents seem very
m spl aced.

Wbrst woul d be insecurity, a factor which the Anwar debacl e al nost
proved to be Umo's undoi ng.

During the political crisis, Umo suddenly discovered quite a |arge
nunber of the Malay mddle-class and intelligentsia were not with them and
wer e supporting the opposition.

It was understandable if these Ml ays were Umo nmenbers and decided to
abandon ship because they were idolising Anwar.

However, what was di scovered was that the Mal ay m ddl e-cl ass and
intelligentsia were never in Umo in the first place.

This means that they were on the sidelines, waiting for a reason to



brandi sh their sword agai nst the very party which clained to have been in
the forefront in creating the Malay mddl e-class and intelligentsia.

And this insecurity had led to attenpts to block or recruit new nmenbers
for fear that they may be a threat to the existing | eadership in the
future.

But such insecurity is also reflected at the higher level of the party.

A recent online poll by Harakah invited its readers to rate five Umo
| eaders identified as the nost trusted to succeed Dr Mahathir as the Prine
M ni ster.

The five were Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badaw ,

vi ce-presidents Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak, Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin and
Tan Sri Muhammad Muhamad Tai b and suprene council nenber Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah.

The poll results saw 39.17 per cent of the 3,738 respondents voting for
Naji b, 18.06 per cent for Mihyiddin, 16.83 per cent for Abdullah, 13.94
per cent for Tengku Razal ei gh and 12.01 per cent for Mihanmad.

Certain Umo | eaders reacted quite strongly to the poll, describing it
as a sinister attenpt by Pas to pit the Umo | eaders agai nst each ot her

There is no doubt that there may be some truth to the allegation. After
all, Harakah is supposed to serve Pas' interest and that includes ensuring
that Umo is always at | oggerheads.

However, to feel strongly against the poll will also reflect insecurity
anong the Umo | eaders.

In the first place, the fact that Harakah's poll centred on Umo | eaders
as the people to succeed Dr Mahathir as the Prime Mnister is an
acknow edgenent by the party newsletter that the country | eadership is
going to remain in Umo.

That al one shoul d allay whatever paranoia Umo | eaders may have about
the party's future as even its strongest adversary accepts the reality
that Umo has the grip on the nation's |eadership.

Secondl y, Harakah is a nmedia for Pas nmenbers and obviously the
respondents are menbers or those who synpathise with Pas.

That being the case, they will not have a role to play in determ ning
the Umo | eadership which in turn will determne the nation's |eadership.

Furthernore, the Prine Mnistership of Malaysia is not by direct
el ection such as the President of the United States.

On that score, if the Prine Mnister is going to be from Umo as
est abl i shed by Harakah itself, then it is going to be Umo nenbers who
deci de that.

Then on, the considerations of the respondents of the poll will
definitely be different than that of Umo nenbers.

To all intents and purposes, the choice of the respondents may even be
made on the basis of who anong the Umo | eaders they felt would be "easy
meat" for Pas during the post-Mhathir era.

That established, the next question is why the strong reaction by
certain Umo | eaders.

VWil e sone may not have cone forward to express their views, the Umo
grapevi ne was actually tingling over the Harakah poll.

Certain Umo nmenbers were unhappy while others were gl eeful and these
enotions are definitely telling of which | eader or canp they support or
bel ong to.

This is actually why the poll, conducted by a Pas newsletter, could
suddenly turn into a factor in Ummo.

However, | ooking at the Umo hierarchy, Abdullah's position as the
successor to Dr Mahathir seems quite established and this has a ot to do
with Dr Mahathir's open endorsenent of him

Najib too seens quite set to be the deputy to Abdullah in the post-



Mahathir era if the voting trend anong Umo nenbers shown in the past two
party el ections persists.

Muhyi ddi n and Muhanmad, though not to be di scounted, are not, at | east
at this stage, likely to figure much in the top two party posts.

At best, both will remain in the nunber three position where they
currently stand.

Tengku Razal ei gh, on the other hand, has been keeping a low profile and
there is nothing show ng that he should even be considered for the nunber
t hree post when the changes at the top occurs.

But given his historical baggage and the fact that he lost narrowWy to
Dr Mahathir in the 1987 Umo el ection for the presidency, none can truly
believe and rightly so, that Tengku Razal ei gh has gi ven up his anbitions.

G ven the scenario, the Umo hierarchy | ooks quite set and establi shed.

Yet, all these are based on the fact that the assessnents are nade while
Dr Mahathir is still around and that his endorsenment for Abdullah had kept
other anbitious |eaders at bay.

The question is whether these | eaders will observe this line-up with
which Dr Mahathir seens quite confortabl e when the nunber one vacates his
post .

G ven the strong reaction to the Harakah poll, it is quite doubtful that
the line-up in the post-Mhathir era is going to be as smooth or clear as
bei ng depi ct ed.

Tal k about a possible challenge for the top post is still quite
ext ensi ve anong Ummo nenbers.

At the rate they are talking, it is alnost a foregone concl usion that
t he nunber two post will definitely have nore than one candi date.

It is all this talk that gave credence to the Harakah poll.

Basi cally, what the poll had done was to encourage all these
di scussi ons, which had been held very quietly to echo a mte |ouder

Some menbers have started grinning w dely when the poll showed
favourable results for the | eader of their choice.

That is the level of insecurity some Umo nenbers suffer from so nuch
so that it had to depend on a poll conducted by their adversary to fee
good about thensel ves.

Li kewi se, that include those who feel depressed because of the
unfavourabl e results for the | eader of their choice.

No wonder, given the jitters suffered by the Umo | eaders and nenbers
over the Harakah poll, none of the Umo nedia, online or print, had ever
attenpted to have its own.
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