01 DEC 2002
Sal | eh- Assenbl ynen
SALLEH: MCA REPS | SSUE SHOULD BE HANDLED BASED ON SABAH EXPERI ENCE

KOTA KI NABALU, Dec 1 (Bernamm) -- The issue over two MCA backbenchers
abstai ning fromvoting | ast Thursday on a notion tabled by the DAP in the
Penang State Assenbly to defer the RML. 02 billion Penang Quter Ri ng Road
(PORR) shoul d be handl ed based on t he same experi ence by Sabah in 1996, an
Umo supreme council menber said today.

Datuk Seri Salleh Tun Said said in the Sabah case, the action taken
agai nst an assenbl yman for taking a different stand fromthe ot her Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) backbenchers was cl ear.

"The sane scenario that happened i n Penang on Nov 21 occurred at the
Sabah State Assenbly in 1996 when an assenbl yman abst ai ned during voting on
a governnment notion.

"I't is because a precedent has been set in Sabah and we known what are
t he consequences, | feel the sane action shoul d be t aken agai nst Li mBoo
Chang (Dat uk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (Jawi) for defying party
di scipline, Salleh, who is al so Sabah Umo deputy chi ef, tol d BERNAVA.

At a Sabah State Assenbly neeting in June 1996, Kudat state assenbl yrman
Dat uk Kong Hong M ng abst ai ned during voting on the Forest Enactnent
(Amrendnent) Bill 1968.

Two nonths | ater, Gerakan expell ed Kong who was t hen Sabah Ger akan
chai r man.

The enactnent was one of the five state | aws that was proposed to be
anended when Sal | eh was the then Chief Mnister to give nore powers to the
state cabinet.

The anendnents were passed at the state assenbly when Dat uk Yong Teck
Lee took over fromSalleh as the Chief Mnister under the uni que two-year
rotati on systemfor the chief nminister's post.

Sal |l eh said Limand Tan nust take responsibility for their action.

Several groups, including Umo, had demanded for the duo to be expel | ed
from BN

Prime M nister and BN Chai rman Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said
after chairing the Umo suprenme council neeting on Friday that Umo wants
Li mand Tan to be expell ed.

He, however, said Umo would |l eave it to BNto make a final decision on

the two assenbl ymen. The MCA presidential council is expected to nmeet this
week to discuss the matter.
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