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Abdul lah will lead just as well, says Dr Mahathir

Ahmad A Talib

LESS than a week after confirm ng Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi as his
successor, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad gave a vote of
confidence to his deputy in front of an international audience.

"I"msure nmy deputy can lead the nation with the sane capacity as ne,"
Dr Mahathir said when asked whether Abdullah could be as efficient as he
was.

The question was posed by a nmenber of the audience at a | uncheon talk he
gave just before | aunching the Mal aysi a- Thai Chanber of Comerce
yest er day.

Dr Mahathir arrived in the Thai capital after spending a night in
Chi engmai, about an hour's plane ride from Bangkok. He | eaves for Langkaw
t oday.

El aborating, Dr Mahathir said: "You nust understand that it's not so
much the individual. Actually, it's the systemthat we have put in place.
It's the policies, too.

"That's why | think Abdullah will be able to lead with the same capacity
as ne."

Returning to Kual a Lunmpur from an overseas holiday on Wdnesday, Dr
Mahathir reiterated that he was relinquishing all but one political and
CGovernment posts in Cctober next year, and nanmed Abdul | ah as his
successor.

Dr Mahathir will remain as MP for Kubang Pasu.

At the luncheon tal k yesterday, the Prine Mnister took many questions
fromthe floor, nostly from nmenbers of Thai academ a and busi nessnen.

Sonme of the questions were aske and answered in other foruns previously,
but the Thai audi ence was eager to hear it fromthe "horse's mouth", so to
speak.

A Mal aysi an working in Bangkok with an Anmerican multinational wanted to
know t he secret of the Prinme Mnister's anmazing energy even at his
advanced age. The questioner said he had thought of retiring at the age of
60, but wondered whether this was too young an age to stop work.

Dr Mahathir, quite used to the question, said: "Wll, at one tinme | also
felt 60 would be a good age to retire. But for a person in nmy position, |
think I can determ ne when | should retire.

"I enjoy ny work and get a lot of satisfaction when | see results. It's

very stinulating to see results _ it's alnost |ike Viagra.
"Therefore, | think that as long as you can still work, you should
continue to do so. There are people who think I should work until | die
I think one should retire when one is still healthy so that one can
still enjoy life.™

The Prime Mnister was al so praised for his work, but a questioner
wanted to know what his shortcom ngs were in the national context, and how
ot her Asean | eaders could avoid them

Agai nst his success, Dr Mahathir was al so asked why his CGovernnment shoul d
control the Mal aysian nedia. Refuting the questioner's perception that he
controls the nmedia, Dr Mahathir said:

"We don't control the nedia, but |ike everywhere else, sonme nmedi a choose
to support the CGovernment. There are nedi a houses which go against the
CGovernment but they are nostly vernacul ar and therefore escape the
attention of the English-reading public and foreigners.

"As for ny shortcom ngs, one of themis ny inability to keep ny nouth



shut, and I'm not about to give that up,"” he added, much to the anusenent
of the audi ence which conprised busi nessmen fromboth countri es.

On a nore serious note, the Prine Mnister was asked whet her he was
pl anning to appoint a new Finance Mnister before he retires next year.
Answering, Dr Mahathir said he was not excluding appointing a second
Fi nance M ni ster, or even appointing a new one.

"I"ve thought about this, but |I can't share nore information with you."
Anot her serious question concerned Thailand' s security problens in south
Thai | and whi ch borders Ml aysia. He was asked whether he had any ideas on
how to tackle themand if he would share themw th the Thai Governnent.

Drawi ng from his known coments on the matter, the Prine Mnister said
one nust know the reasons for the people' s unhappi ness or anger and then
try to elimnate them

The many types of terrorismthat exist in the world can be elimnated if
the appropriate authorities were to conprehend the problens and then take
peaceful renedial steps, he said.

"One nmust find ways to win the hearts and mnds of the affected people.
We did that, which explained why we finally overcane our own problens,” he
sai d.

A question was al so posed as to whether the Prine Mnister could suggest
ways to strengthen Asean.

He said joint tourismpronotion involving two or nore countries should
be initiated, besides doing a deep study on industrialisation progranmres
in the region so as to avoid duplication, |ike steel manufacturing.
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