01 FEB 2002
Mahat hi r - Abdul | ah
ABDULLAH TO CARRY QUT DUTI ES OF PRI ME M NI STER

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad said today that his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, will
carry out the duties of prinme mnister when he is abroad for one nonth for
a holiday and a working visit.

He | eaves for London tonight en route to New York where he will address
the World Econom ¢ Forum and attend the Asia Networking Dinner prior to his
vacati on.

"He'll be carrying out the (PMs) duties...he is, unofficially, acting
(PM," he told reporters after launching the first anniversary cel ebrations
of the Federal Territory of Putrajaya and the Souq (bazaar) here.

Asked whet her Abdul | ah woul d be carrying out the PMs duties
officially, he said: "Oficial or unofficial, | don't know People are
bot hered about protocol...| don't really care about protocol," he said.

Abdul lah will also carry out the duties of finance mnister.

"If I"'mnot here, he has to take nmy place. Certainly sonmeone will have
to take over those duties...there's got to be soneone. |f anything happens,
surely they couldn't be | ooking for me," said Dr Mahathir, who is al so
finance mnister.

On the econom ¢ stinulus package totalling RM7.3 billion introduced by
t he governnent in March and Septenber | ast year, he said that 70 per cent
of the anpbunt had been utili sed.

He said that a target had been set for the anpbunt to be spent in
anot her nmont h or two.

The focus of the package is to generate econom c activities and ensure
a fair and wide distribution of benefits to a | arge segnent of the
popul ati on i ncluding an increased nunber of Bumi putera contractors and
t hose dependent on wel fare asssi st ance.

Asked to conmment on the statenent by the office of the Registrar of
Societies (ROS) in Kota Kinabalu that they will study the report on the
conduct of the Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) congress before taking any
action, he said that they need to viewit fromthe aspect of whether or not
the | aw had been breached

"If they have done something against the law, | think the ROS has the
right to take action.

"But this is a political issue. As such, we have to be cauti ous because
sometimes people try to use the law to undermne a political action,” he
sai d.

The PBRS, a conponent party of the Barisan Nasional (BN), is faced with
uncertainty after Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan and Tan Sri Joseph Kurup were
bot h decl ared president by their supporters at the party's seventh congress
in separate party el ections.
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