05 OCT 2002
Mahat hir-H V
DR M GOVT TO MAKE AVAI LABLE H V MEDI CI NE TO THE POOREST OF THE POOR

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 5 (Bernama) -- The government is |ooking at all
possibilities to nmake nedicines for H V patients avail abl e to t he poorest
of the poor, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d tonight.

Thi s i nvol ved negotiating with pharmaceutical conpanies to reduce
prices, toinvokingrights to conpul sory |Iicensing and parallel inporting,
he said at the Red Ribbon Gala (AIDS) 2002 at a | eadi ng hotel here.

"Some people may not |ike what we are doi ng, saying the country i s not
respecting intellectual rights, but it has to be done because people's
lives are nmore i nportant than huge profits for already rich conpani es," he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir said he was happy that all over the devel oping world, the
governnment s and non-gover nment al organi sati ons (NG3s) had stood
si de-by-side to advocate for fairness in the i ssue of drug pricing so that
the large majority in the world' s H V-infected peopl e woul d have access to
treat ments.

Dr Mahathir said treatnments for H V/ Al DS patients were becom ng
i ncreasingly serious and an urgent i ssue because with 40 mllion people
infected with H'V, the inpact on countries of their illness and deaths
woul d be devastati ng.

He said this year's thene for the Wrld Al DS canpai gn "Stigma and
Di scrim nation" was necessary as it was an i ndi ct mrent of humanki nd because
such attitudes were the result of ignorance, fear and denial.

"“I've been told that in Mal aysia, these attitudes still exist and
result in people with H V/ Al DS being thrown out of work, H V-positive
babi es bei ng refused shel ter and sonme peopl e bei ng deni ed treat nent or
negl ect ed.

"I N our hopes to build a caring society by 2020, we need to exam ne
such negative attitudes and nake every effort to accept those who are
infected with the di sease as sone of themnmay have it due to unexpected
ci rcumst ances.

"We nust understand that such prejudi ces say nore about ourselves than
about those we discrimnate against,” he said.

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali
was honoured to present the Dr Siti Hasmah Award to M chael Chow, a soci al
activist, for his contributions to the AIDS response in Ml aysi a.
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