15/ 07/ 2002

DPM defends plan to teach in English

PENDANG, Sun. - Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw
t oday defended the Government's plan to teach Science and Mat hematics in
Engl i sh.

Abdul | ah said it was inperative to start teaching the subjects in
English as English was the |anguage of the Internet and information
t echnol ogy.

"Teaching them English early will enable themto grasp the | anguage at a
young age. Wat the Education Mnistry is doing is to make early
preparations for the students.

"Even the French, who are very proud of their |anguage, admit the
i nportance of English,"” he said at a neet-the-peopl e session at Kanmpung
Ranbai, near here.

Abdul | ah, who is deputy Umo president, said this was anong the Barisan
Nasi onal CGovernnent's plans to inprove educati on standards, besides
bui | di ng nore schools in rural areas.

Abdul l ah said it was vital for students to master the |anguage early as
it would help themtrenmendously in the future.

Abdul | ah was comenting on the Opposition's canpaign issue in Pendang
and Anak Bukit.

The Opposition had said the plan to teach Sci ence and Mat hematics in
English woul d render Bahasa Mal aysia irrelevant in future.

Yest erday, Education Mnister Tan Sri Musa Mohanmad sai d the Cabinet
woul d di scuss the findings of the commttee studying the nove to teach
Sci ence and Mathematics in English on Friday before maki ng any deci sion

Abdul | ah said the Governnent would continue with Bahasa Ml aysia as the
medi um of instruction for other subjects.

Earlier in his speech at another function in Jerlun, Abdullah said Pas
had not hing concrete to influence the public.

"They only know how to curse governnent |eaders. But we nust be patient
and the people nmust continue to vote for BN. There have been a | ot of
changes in terns of the acceptance of the people of BN since we |ast cane
here. "

Abdul | ah said Pas had acconplished nothing in ternms of devel opnent for
t he peopl e.

"Pas rule will only bring msery to the Ml ays whose welfare they claim
t hey are chanpi oning."

On the issue of Islamand Pas' version of the hudud, which Pas
continually raised in its canpai gns, Abdullah said Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had never said he rejected hudud totally.

"We cannot inplenment it now due to nmany factors. But we nust renenber
that |slamguarantees justice for all and will not oppress its followers."



	DPM defends plan to teach in English (NST 15/07/2002)

