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PEKAN, June 29 (Bernamm) -- Next nonth's by-elections for the Pendang
parlianentary and Anak Bukit state constituencies in Kedah will be a major
test for Umo, said its vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

"It enables us to see how far the political rehabilitation (regaining
support for Umo) has become reality and how far it can be translated in
the by-el ections".

He told reporters this after opening the Koperasi Pekebun Kecil Pekan
general neeting here today.

Najib said all Umo nenbers nust work hard to win the confidence and
support fromvoters to ensure victory for the Barisan Nasional (BN) in the
two by-el ections.

The El ection Comm ssion (EC) today fixed July 10 as noni nati on day and
July 18 as polling day for the by-elections in the Pendang parlianentary
and Anak Bukit state constituencies.

Bot h seats becane vacant after the death of PAS president Datuk Fadzi
Noor | ast Sunday.

Asked on whether Umo and BN woul d be affected by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's decision to step down fromall his party and
governnent posts Cctober next year, Najib said despite his decision to quit
Dr Mahat hir had named his successor to ensure a snooth transition and al so
called on party nmenbers to work and cooperate as a team

"Hence, it is inportant for us to prove this by w nning the
by-el ections,” he said.

Asked on whether voters in the two constituenci es woul d synpat hise with
PAS over the death of its president, Najib said they should take into
account their future and that of the nation.
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