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Acid test for MCA, GCerakan

Shansul Akmar

THE Mal ay sayi ng runmah siap pahat berbunyi, is quite apt. Literally, it
means "the chisel starts making noise after the house is conpleted”. It is
meant to chide those who nmake an i ssue of sonething which has al ready been
agreed upon.

This seens to be the situation with the teaching of Mathematics and
Science in English in Standard One in all primary schools next year.

The background is straightforward. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad proposed the idea and took it to the Umo general assenbly in
June.

It was accepted by the del egates ami d protests by chanpi ons of Bahasa
Mel ayu.

The proposal was then taken up to the Barisan Nasional where it was
opposed by Chi nese-based conponent parties which did not want it applied
in national -type Chi nese school s.

After sone nodifications for Chinese schools on Cct 31, at the BN
supreme council neeting, conponent parties reached a consensus on the
idea, in effect making it national policy.

On Monday, Chinese educationi sts under the Dong Ji ao Zong banner held a
Press conference to announce their stand against the policy. They said the
formula was a disaster and would spell the end of vernacul ar schools.

Foll owi ng that, the DAP and Pas cane forward to express their support
for Dong Ji ao Zong.

The DAP has pl edged to hold roadshows with the Dong Jiao Zong to rally
t he Chi nese conmunity agai nst the policy.

There is also a threat involved: Muves are afoot to get all Chinese
teachers to
boycott the first day of school next year in protest against the policy.

The reaction of the Dong Jiao Zong and DAP's support for it is no new
thing. In fact, the whole business is beginning to sound |ike an old
record.

In Cctober 1987, at the height of the controversy over the appointnent
of non-Mandarin educated teachers as admi nistrators in Chinese primry
schools, simlar threats were nmade and carried out. Not only Dong Jiao
Zong and DAP were involved. Even MCA and Gerakan joined in.

The problemthreatened to spiral into full-scale racial conflict with
Umo Youth holding a rally to send the nessage that it would not sit on
the sidelines while attenpts were being nade to erode the rights and
status of the Mal ays and viol ate national policies.

Cct ober 1987 al so saw a nationwi de swoop - Ops Lalang - on politicians
and individuals under the Internal Security Act. After that, tensions
subsi ded sonmewhat .

This time, Dong Jiao Zong and the DAP seemto be w thout the support
they had in 1987. Pas, however, is with them

Wth MCA, Cerakan and the Sabah/ Sar awak- based Chi nese parties - the
Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) and Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP) -
together with the Governnent on the new policy, Dong Jiao Zong is likely
to be sonmewhat of a "loner".

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin pointed out that Dong Jiao
Zong's protest should not be entertained as it is "the voice of the
mnority trying to inpose its will on the mgjority".

Anot her Umo vi ce-president, Tan Sri Mihammad Miuhanmad Tai b, argued the



poi nt further:

"I'f all BN components, including the Chinese-based parties, agree to the
proposal, obviously it is the voice of the majority.

"Isn't that the prem se of denocracy? All the political parties in the
Governnent have reached a consensus on the matter and it is nowtine to
i mpl enent it.

"If we are to listen to the voice of a minority group |ike the Dong Jiao
Zong, we will never be able to govern the nation."

Mal ay | eaders have used strong | anguage such as "chauvinist" and
"raci st" to describe the educationists.

There have al so been calls to use the Sedition Act and the | SA agai nst
t hem

Agai n, unlike 1987, the MCA and Gerakan have strongly criticised Dong
Jiao Zong. Leaders reacted pronptly after the association made its views
publi c.

Rermar ked an Umo man:

"The MCA and Cerakan | eaders seemto be trying to make anends for their
earlier opposition to the proposal. That, to nme, reflects the BN spirit of
gi ve and t ake.

"They may have tried to play politics in the beginning, but once a
consensus was reached, they are trying to prove they stand by it."

Anot her Umo | eader was, however, |ess convinced.

"I'f the MCA and CGerakan had given support fromthe start, we would have
i sol ated the educationists.”

But better |ate than never.

In fact, the threat to use | SA cane from MCA | eader Datuk Chor Chee
Heung who is Deputy Home M nister.

A political analyst closely linked to the MCA said:

"At this stage, all BN conponents nmust nove as one. It al so does not
serve anybody's purpose if Umo Youth or other Ml ay novenents start
attacki ng the Chinese as a whole."

The truth is that all this passion will |ead nowhere as | ong as MCA and
Cerakan are with Umo and the other BN partners.

Unli ke 1987, the situation this tinme is unlikely to damage the coalition
much.

But for Umo it is a bitter pill to swallow Al ways, these problens wth
t he Chinese conmunity seemto surface when it has suffered an erosion of
Mal ay support.

Again, the situation is simlar to 1987. In these circunstances, Ml ay
opposition parties, especially Pas, offer "an alternative partnership” to
t he non- Mal ays, seemingly synpathetic to their demands.

And Dong Ji ao Zong and ot her proopposition Chinese groups usually
respond positively, prepared to support even Pas nerely "to teach Umo and
BN a | esson”.

For DAP, this is an opportunity to regain its influence in the Chinese
community after being punished for its alliance with Pas in the 1999
general el ection.

This is a true test of |eadership for both MCA and Gerakan. If they
stand solidly behind BN and don't yield to the tenptati on of behind-the-
scenes chauvinistic politics, Dong Jiao Zong and DAP will be no match for
the coalition.

The bottonmline is that BN should | eave the MCA and Gerakan to deal wth
the Iikes of Dong Jiao Zong. Both parties have nmade their stand on the
i ssue crystal clear, and there can be no turning back for either.

The Rubi con has been crossed.
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