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S' pore-Rais
S'PORE H TS QUT AT RAIS NEWACT PROPCSAL

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPCORE, Cct 25 (Bernamm) -- Singapore today questioned a Mal aysi an
m ni ster's proposal for newlegislationto resolve the water dispute with
the republic, saying it goes agai nst Kuala Lunpur's long tine position on
the matter.

A Foreign Mnistry statenent said the nminister's remarks were not in
accord wi th the repeat ed assurances fromthe Ml aysi an governnent that the
1961 and 1962 water agreenents between the two countries woul d be honour ed.

But the statenment did not refer to all the points made by Mal aysia's
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatimin his
remar ks yest erday.

Dr Rais had said, among other things, that if Singapore continued to be
"unr easonabl e", Mal aysia mi ght i ntroduce the newlegislationanduseit to
overrul e the two water agreenments. The new act could state that the supply
of water to any offshore party woul d be subject to Mal aysi a's donestic
needs, he said.

The Si ngapore statenent referred to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mobhamad' s remarks as reported in the New Straits Ti nes on May 3
and Aug 7.

Dr Mahathir is reported to have said that Ml aysia was bound by the
wat er agreenents.

"...According to the agreenents we (Ml aysi a) nust supply them
(Singapore) with water. We will continue, we pronised themthat we will
supply themwith water..," Dr Mahathir was quoted as sayi ng.

The Si ngapore statenent al so quoted Ml aysi an Forei gn M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Syed Hanid Al bar as saying at a bilateral neeting on July 1 that
"Mal aysia has repeatedly said that it will honour the 1961 and 1962
agreenents until their expiry in 2011 and 2061 respectivel y".

"During the Separation of Singapore, Ml aysia did not propose for the
agreements to be reviewed. It continues to honour the agreenents and such
conm tmment i s further reinforced when Mal aysi a si gned the Separation
Agreenment in 1965," Syed Hanmi d was quot ed as sayi ng.

The statenment said that the two water agreenents were | egal ly binding
and their observance are guaranteed by both the two governnents in the
Separati on Agreenent.
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