17 JAN 2002
Kadi r - Ti oman
PLANS TO ENHANCE TI OMAN S ATTRACTI ON | N PROGRESS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 17 (Bernama) -- Plans to further enhance Pul au
Tioman's attraction as a tourist destination are in progress, Culture, Arts
and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said today.

They included rel ocating squatters to proper places, cleaning upthe
beaches and rivers, providing proper incinerators as well as road
construction, he said.

However Abdul Kadir said, the governnment woul d ensure the island would
not be over-devel oped.

"I'"'msure the state governnent and Ti oman devel opnent aut hority have
certain policies not to allowfor over devel opnent.... not to approve over
devel opnent in certain zones," he told reporters before the |aunch of the
Ar abi ¢ Shoppi ng and Touri smDirectory Ml aysi a Editi on 2002/ 2003, here.

He al so said that Pul au Ti oman woul d be devel oped differently from
Pul au Langkawi .

Yesterday, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad confirned a
news report which said Pul au Ti onman woul d be nade a duty-free island.

The nmove which will nake Pulau Tionman as the third island with
duty-free status after Pul au Langkawi and Labuan, was nade to all owthe
island to conpete with the I ndonesian islands of Bintan and Batamin
attracting tourists from Si ngapor e.

About 200,000 visitors arrived on Pulau Ti onan i n 2000, conpared with
58, 000 in 1987.

Abdul Kadir said his ministry in collaboration with the Ti oman
Devel oprment Aut hority was i dentifying nore devel opnment programmes for the
i sl and.

Even t hough Pul au Ti oman's status had changed, it woul d renmai n under
t he Pahang CGovernnent, he added.
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