19/ 01/ 2002
Puteri Umo ains to give poor children head start in education

Koh Lay Chin
PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - Children are getting a head start in education in
pi nk freight containers in Taman Medan.

A new programme initiated by Puteri Umo, the pilot project is ained at
provi di ng nore educational resources for children fromlowincome
fam |ies.

The huge containers painted vivid pink but with doors, w ndows,
furniture and books have becone classroons fit for this community project.

In an act of creative recycling, Puteri Umo set up the conmunity centre
consi sting of a container as a classroomand one as |library yesterday.

Since the two containers were unloaded in the mdst of this nmulti-racial
community this week, they have becone a curious spectacle for the children
and adults.

The children are expected to be taught English and Jawi at tuition
cl asses when the programme is | aunched on Jan 21 by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

The New Straits Times will provide "Newspaper in Education"” classes once
a week for three nonths to pupils from Standard One to Standard Three.

"W want to provide educational opportunities for children, aged seven
to 15, of all races fromlow cost housing areas. W will target other
areas after we gauge the response fromthe pilot project,” Puteri Umo
Press secretary Shalina Azhar said.

Puteri Umo has acquired several freight containers in view of their
abundance due to the econom c sl owdown and there are plans to establish
165 such centres nationw de.

The refurbi shed containers, sponsored by Halim Mazm n Berhad executive
chai rman Tan Sri Hali m Mohamad, will host its first class in air-
conditioned confort next Wednesday for 15 pupils.

Shalina said the centre needed conputer teachers with a recent donation
of six conputers.

"We need nore volunteers as we hope to add other classes in the future.
W al so hope peopl e can donate educational software, |ibrary books and
nost inmportantly, we need nore people to sponsor the refurbishing of nore
contai ners," she said.

Sprucing up the two containers costs RML8, 000, which Halimagreed to pay
for, she said.

Pupils will be charged a token fee of RML. The centre's nmai ntai nance and
managenent is the responsibility of Taman Medan State Assenbl yman Datin
Nor khai | a Jamal udi n.
| aych@st p. com ny
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