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ADDI TI ONAL SEATS FOR M C I N JOHOR- MB

By: Mohd Nasir Yusoff

JOHOR BAHARU, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- There is a big possibility of the
Bari san Nasional (BN) allocating additional seats to the Johor MCin the
next general election, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said.

He said even though the responsibility of deciding on the allocation of
seats was vested in the Prime Mnister and BN Chai rman but he believed that
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad woul d consider this based on the policy of
power sharing as practised by the BN

"There is a big possibility of additional parlianmentary and state seats
being created in Johor and | believe the BN | eadership will allocate seats
tothe MC " he said at a get-together with the Indian comunity here | ast
ni ght.

Abdul Gnhani said he believed that Dr Mahathir woul d consi der additiona
seats for the MC for in the last 10 general elections, the conponent
parti es had shared power, had shared the vision for the country and woul d
share a common future with wi sdom

The Menteri Besar said the Johor BN and the state governnent val ued the
support and loyalty of the Indian comunity shown through the State MC
whi ch had sonme 60, 000 nenbers in 500 branches covering 20 divisions with a
total of nearly 50,000 voters.

"I am confident of the strong support fromthe Indian community and
can say their support for the government is probably 100 per cent," he
sai d.

Abdul Ghani said that to the BN, the number of voters however small in
any constituency was inportant for victory and the votes of the Indians who
fornmed the minority in nbost constituencies was no | ess inportant.

"Indians are a minority but their support is very meaningful and
equally inportant for us to win seats in the election...we are confident of
the loyalty fromthe MC | eaders and nmenbers and the Indian community as a
whol e to the BN CGovernnent," the Menteri Besar said.

He did not nention the nunber of Parlianmentary and state seats that
woul d be created in Johor but indicated that there woul d be several new
Parlianmentary seats in view of the large constituencies with an increasing
nunber of voters at present such as Tebrau which has nearly 100, 000 voters,
Pontian (nearly 80,000), Johor Baharu (nearly 90,000) and Kota Ti nggi
(close to 80, 000)

He said with the rapid increase in popul ation and voters, it was only
appropriate that new seats are created.

Abdul Ghani al so announced that the Johor Governnent had all ocated an
additional RML mllion to Tam | schools in Johor through the MC as
request ed by these schools for devel opnent purposes.

"Two weeks ago, Dr Mahat hir increased the allocation for Johor by RMLO
mllion and he has no objection if | channelled RM1 nillion to the Taml
school s," he said and expressed the hope that the noney woul d neet the
pressi ng needs of schools such as Hulu Tiram Tanm | School .

He said sone of the noney could al so be used by the MC to neet the
needs of tenples in the state.

The Menteri Besar renminded the Indian community to take advantage of
the facilities provided by the Johor Educati on Foundation for further
studies and involve itself actively in Johor's rapid devel oprent.
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