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Advanci ng t hrough know edge

reports on "Mahathir D al ogue on Advancenent of the Umah 2002" by P.
THE advancenent of the Muslimummah lies in reviving the spirit of the
gol den age of the Islamc civilisation through the pursuit and advancenent
of know edge using science and technol ogy.

Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mara vice-chancel |l or Professor Datuk Dr |brahi m Abu
Shah said the golden age of Islam 500 years after the Prophet's death,
saw the growth of a culture of scholarship and a quest for know edge.

I slam had flourished in this period of enlightennment due to this culture
of know edge, where schol ars had paved the way for the advancenent of the
ummah through their relentless pursuit of know edge.

To do this, he called for a review of the role of the nosque in the
lives of the ummmah.

"This can be achieved by reviewi ng the whole set-up of the nbsque and
its functions, and ensuring that those running the nosque are suitably
qualified to do so," he said.

| brahim speaking at a discourse on "The Politics of Know edge, Science
and Technol ogy", said i mam and t heol ogi ans, besides being well versed in
spiritual know edge, must also be up to date with skills and know edge of
wor I dl'y di sciplines.

Thi s was necessary, he said, to enhance the rel evance of the nbsque as a
centre of learning and not just a place of worship.

The di scourse was organi sed by the Institute of Know edge Advancenent
(InKA) and is part of the three-day Mahathir D al ogue on the Advancenent
of the Ummah which ends today.

| brahi mal so said national policies nust reflect the need for an
education systemw th an enphasis on nmerging contenporary skills and
know edge with spirituality.

"It is tine to change our priorities and conmt to | eading and el evati ng
t he ummah towards excell ence and know edge advancenent," he said.

He cited exanpl es of fanbus Mislim scholars who had been the forerunners
of various branches of know edge.

He al so spoke of how this culture of know edge sl ow y di sappeared when
political |eadership at the time were non-conmittal to Islamc teachings
and | earnings, and of how the West further destroyed it.

"Colonialismhas left Mislimstates weak and divi ded. The Misli m unmah
today are largely ignored and marginalised,” he said.

Musl i ms are now associ ated with suicide bonbings and terrorism

"Muslinms are portrayed as players in conflicts and instead of being
seekers of know edge, we are now users of technol ogies created by others,"”
he added.

Among the ways to change this perception would be to have an effective
net wor ki ng system which would facilitate the exchange of ideas and
i ntroduction of beneficial programes.

He sai d organi sations nmust work beyond geographi cal boundaries, poo
resources and nmaximse talents to exploit the fast pace of devel opnment.
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