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PHI LI PPI NE PRESI DENTI AL ADVI SOR NUR JAAFAR W LL HEAD M SSI ON TO KL

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernamm) -- Philippine presidential advisor Nur
Jaafar will head a mission to Kual a Lunpur tonorrow to discuss the issue of
deportation of Filipinoillegal immgrants.

Phi | i ppi ne anmbassador to Mal aysia Jose Brillantes confirnmed today that
Nur, a former congressman, woul d | ead t he del egati on whi ch woul d i ncl ude
several governnent official s.

"Besi des going to Kuala Lunpur, the mssion will also go to Kota
Ki nabal u and Sandakan," he tol d Bernama when cont acted, here.

Most of the Filipinoillegal immgrants are being held at detention
centres i n Menggatal, Kota Ki nabal u and Sandakan.

Asked whet her the del egati on woul d neet Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad or his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who i s
al so the Home M nister, Brillantes said the nmission'sitinerary had not
been finalised yet.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir said the governnent had decided to tenporarily
halt the deportation of Filipinoillegal inmmgrants follow ng a request
fromPhilippine President G oria Macapagal Arroyo.

The Phili ppi nes' request for a postponenent of the deportation foll owed
a public outcry inthe country over all eged mistreatnent of Filipino
illegal inmigrants in detention centres in Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said the reports of nistreatnent were untrue and officials
fromthe republic could conme and investigate.
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