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AFFI RVMATI VE ACTI ON NEEDED TO | NCREASE WOVEN' S PARTI Cl PATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernamm) - A social activist said Mal aysia and
ot her Asian countries should introduce affirmative action policy to ensure
greater participations of wonen in all aspects of life.

Mal aysi an Al DS Counci | president Datuk Paduka Marina Mahathir said such
positive discrimnation policy, like reserving a m ninumof 30 percent
participation of women in every aspect of life, would not only be good for
worren but woul d benefit everybody.

"Apparently there are theories which prove that if you have a certain
nunber of wonen in any organisation, it effects a positive change for the
organi sation as a whole," she told reporters after participating in the
East Asia Economic Sunmit of the World Econonic Forum here.

She was involved in a discussion on "Wnen Leaders in Today's Asia".
The forumon the topic focused on the | ow participation of wonen at top
| evel positions in business as well as other fields of life.

Mari na said the Mal aysi an governnent particularly the mnistry
concerned shoul d advocate this sort of change to give better opportunity
for wonen to play their role in nation building.

"If a conservative country |ike Pakistan can start doing that, we can
certainly do that too in Ml aysia," she said.

Paki st an she said haD a policy OF reserving 30 per cent participation
for wonen in | ocal governnent el ections.

Mari na said Mal aysi an wonen's participation in business and politics
particularly was far frombeing satisfactory and it was tinme now that women
in the country be considered a positive force.

Marina al so stressed the need to tackle the cultural and religious
barriers issue which hindered wonen fromparticipating actively in jobs
out si de their hones.
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