25 APR 2002
Agong- Speech (with pix)
AGONG HAPPY W TH GOVERNMENT' S ADM NI STRATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, April 25 (Bernama) -- The Yang di - Pertuan Agong today
expressed happiness with the administration of the present governnent,
saying that it is efficient and responsi ble and thus able to effectively
i npl erent the various devel opnment progranmes.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail said this had had a
positive effect on the people's life.

"The system of government based on parlianentary denocracy practised by
our country has proven to have given the people the freedomto deternine
the political direction of the country, religious freedom cultura
freedom | anguage freedom the freedomto seek wealth and educati on and so
forth," he said.

He said this at his installation as the 12th Yang di - Pertuan Agong at
| stana Negara, here.

He said the freedomenshrined in the Federal Constitution had
contributed to Mal aysia's success as a | eadi ng denpcratic country.

The peopl e shoul d, therefore, be thankful as this special feature had
ensured stability, prosperity and devel opnent in the country all this
whil e, and woul d continue to do so in future, he said.

The King was al so grateful that the country's econony had recovered
after a sl owdown | ast year caused by the world econom ¢ downturn.

"One of the reasons we nanaged to restore the country's econony is the
trait anmong our multiracial population to always have a strong will to
struggle until they succeed," he said.

Besi des that, Ml aysians were also always willing to respect one
anot her.

"This tolerant attitude has brought us success in many fields including
political, social and econom c. The positive attitude shown and practi sed
by the people will enable our country to continue devel opi ng even nore
rapidly," he said.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong al so believed that with the determn nation of
all parties to safeguard the country's noral code and high integrity,

Mal aysi a woul d be abl e to becone a devel oped country by 2020.

Mal aysi a woul d al so be respected throughout the world not only as a
progressive country but also as one with a nultiracial population that had
successfully learnt to live in harmony and unity and to uphold high nora
princi pl es, he added.

He al so thanked Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanad who
pl edged | oyalty to himon behal f of the governnent, civil servants and the
peopl e.
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