22 dec 2002
Agong-Aidilfitri (Pix)/BM
AGONG LAUNCHES NATI ONAL Al DI LFI TRI OPEN HOUSE

JITRA, Dec 21 (Bernamm) -- Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Siraj uddin
Syed Putra Jamal ul lail tonight |aunched the National-Level Aidilfitri Qpen
House in a col ourful cerenony highlighting the solidarity spirit of the
nmul ti-racial comunity.

An estimated 200, 000 peopl e of various races fromall over the state
cane to the function since it started at 6pm

The function, held at the Taman Tasi k Bandar Darul aman, Jitra created
hi story when it was al so attended by Thai Prinme M nister Thaksin
Shi nawat ra, menmbers of his cabi net and about 20, 000 peopl e fromThai |l and.

Al so present were Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and
nenbers of the Mal aysi an cabi net.

About 500 foreign del egates conprising journalists and phot ographers
fromJapan, Singapore, Thail and, Tai wan Tur key, Saudi Arabi a, France and
Spai n; i ncludi ng overseas touri smagency representatives were specially
invited to witness the multicultural aspects of the country. After the
speeches by Culture, Tourismand Arts M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh
Fadzi r and Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Razak Syed Zain, the king
acconpani ed by the Kedah Sultan | aunched t he openi ng cerenony.

They pl aced t he ketupat pulut wapped with plamleave into the pot.

Then, a large replica of the ketupat energed in front of the stage and
slow y opened into two. This was i mediately followed by fireworks.

The ketupat is favourite anpbng the northern people in the country,
especially during Hari Raya Aidilfitri.

The peopl e were then entertained to cultural perfornmances reflecting
the diverse culture of the country's plural society.

In addition, there were al so songs by fanous artistes such as the KRU
group, Erra Fazira and Siti Nurhaliza who captivated t he audi ence.

Dr Mahat hir, who cel ebrated his 77th birthday yesterday, was al so gi ven
a surprise birthday present of "pulut kuning"” or yellowglutinous rice
prepared in traditional manner.

As the "pul ut kuni ng" was presented to the Prine M nister, the people
present sang "Happy Birthday" in English and "Sel amat Hari Jadi " in Bahasa
Mal aysi a fol |l owed by a fireworks di splay form ng the words "Happy Birt hday
Dr M.

The event ended with a song "Mal aysia Truly Asia" whi ch was present ed
by menbers fromthe | stana Budaya, foll owed by fireworks that was desi gned
"Daul at Tuanku".

Earlier, the arrival of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Raja Pernmaisuri
Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashi d, Kedah Sultan and Sul tanah were
wel coned by Abdul Kadir.

The arrival of the royal entourage was graced with full Ml ay custons
and warriors carrying bunga manggar.

This was foll owed by the Negaraku whi ch was pl ayed by the Royal
Mal aysi a Pol i ce band.
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